
  

Christmas seems such a long time 
ago. I hope all of you enjoyed the 
activities. We had card making, 
carol singing, schools plays, 
Christmas jumpers and a host of 
other events that led into the 
Christmas break. I thank all of you 
for your contributions.  

Last term the Leadership of the 
school spent the time identifying 
areas that we can improve and how 
we can make a real difference to 
the education of our children. At 
the start of the term we had ‘a 
vision day’ with every member of 
staff at the school. The purpose was 
to redefine what Whitehill Primary 
school stands for and work with 
staff to understand some of the 
new ways in working that will 
benefit our children.  

In reception you will see the  

Whitehill values alongside the 
British values.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you all like the new reading  
books and have found the new 
contact books useful. I was really 
pleased to see some of the great 
comments from parents in only the 
first week of rolling the books out. I 
really believe that reading is the key 
to success and it can help develop 
language as well as writing. There is 
more information about the English 
and Mathematics changes on the 
next page. 

Just over 280 children are taking 
part in extra-curricular sport. I was 
really pleased to see our year 6 girls 
either win or gain second place in 
every event in the Gravesham 
Athletics competition. An 
outstanding effort! 

The children have been divided into 
houses and house t-shirts have 
been ordered. Children will be in 
Red, Blue, Yellow or Green house. 
We have tried to put all siblings in 
one house. I hope that children will 
remember house activities fondly. 

 

 

 

 

We are developing our rewards 
systems and we have 3 trees 
painted on the wall in the junior 
hall. Students that have performed 
really well will receive a leaf that 
will be displayed on the tree. By the 
end of the summer term I would 
like the trees full of leaves.  

If your children do anything outside 
of school that you feel could be 
rewarded with a leaf please write it 
in the contact book. 

Children are working harder and 
the expectations are higher. I have 
high aspirations for all the young 
people in this school. It is not 
always easy but as long as we 
support every child, whilst we 
challenge every child then I am sure 
we can we can achieve our goals.  

Mr Moaby 

Headteacher 
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Renovation of the waiting room area at the front of the school has been completed. I hope that this is a much more comfortable 
environment for parents, carers and guests to wait in. 
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READING, WRITING & MATHS 
 

We are delighted to have started 
our new home reading scheme 
this term.  The children are very 
excited by the new books they are 
bringing home.  The books include 
a wide range of texts including 
fiction, non fiction, traditional 
tales, classics, alien adventures 
and chucklers.  I am sure the 
children will find many books to 
enjoy amongst these.  You will 
also know by now that we have 
new contact books so you can 
record your comments each time 

you read with your child.  These 
comments are invaluable to us as 
they help us to assess and develop 
your child’s progress so please 
make sure you use them regularly. 

We also have new reading books 
to use in the classroom.  These 
books will support the home 
reading scheme and will be used 
to teach the children a range of 
reading strategies and to promote 
their comprehension skills.  Again 
the children have responded 
enthusiastically to these new 
books and are relishing the new 

approach to reading. 

Soon we will also introduce our 
new phonic scheme, Read, Write, 
Inc which will help promote 
phonic decoding skills in the lower 
end of the school.  More news to 
come in this regard next term. 

It is our aim that through these 
new initiatives the children will 
begin to develop a love of reading 
while they are acquiring new skills 
and will become confident, fluent 
and avid readers. 

Mrs Savage 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that 
we have decided to implement a 
completely new approach to the 
teaching of mathematics in our 
school through the use of the 
award-winning resource – 
Numicon. 

Research has proven that 
Numicon creates confident 
mathematicians throughout the 
whole school from Nursery 
through to year 6 and beyond. 

All our classes are now fully 
equipped with an abundance of 

lovely new maths resources.  
Feedback so far this term from 
both adults and children has been 
incredibly positive.  The Numicon 
approach is already a great hit 
with the children and has had an 
immediate impact.  Teachers have 
said that children are picking up 
number facts much more quickly, 
spotting patterns and making new 
discoveries daily. Due to its visual 
and tactile nature, Numicon 
makes it much easier for children 
to grasp concepts laying firm 
foundations in maths.   

We look forward to telling you 
more about it throughout the 
year!   

Mrs Durkin 

 

READ WRITE INC 

NUMICON 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term has seen the exciting 
launch of a new extra curricular 
programme. There was a huge 
response to the activities on offer 
and we now have over 280 
children taking part in these after 
school activities during the week. 
This shows us the huge appetite 
the students have to learn new 

sports and take part in Creative 
Arts. We want to give the children 
as much access as we can to a 
wide range of activities in the 
pursuit of them carrying on a 
healthy lifestyle or interest 
throughout their school life and 
beyond. This term we have had 
basketball, netball, football, 
rugby, gym, jujitsu, badminton 
and multi skills on the sporting 
side. On the creative arts side we 
have had performing arts and arts 
and crafts. There will be a full 
programme of clubs after Easter. 
Some will carry on but there will 
be a new set of Summer Sports. 
Activities in the pipeline and 
currently being planned are 
tennis, dance, cricket/rounders 

and football for KS1 to name a 
few.  Key Stage 2 children will be 
asked to sign up for activities and 
in KS1 letters will be sent out to 
parents. For any children who 
missed out on an activity this time 
they will get priority after Easter.  

Mr Skimming 

Tuesday 23rd -Thursday 25th February 
Main Hall during Break 

 
ONLY  1 CLUB PER CHILD 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 27th January saw 12 
year 6 pupils (6 boys and 6 girls) 
attend the annual Sportshall 
Athletics Competition at Legends 
(Cascades).  The arena was 
buzzing as we arrived to see all 

the other schools, 16 teams in 
total!  We were excited but 
apprehensive at the same time.  
For some of us it was our first ever 
competition and we wanted to do 
well. 

The first event was the obstacle 
race and we got off to a great 
start, we quickly discovered that 
there were some amazing athletes 
around us and some very fast 
runners but we still remained 
confident in our abilities.  After 
this race we split into boys and 
girls for the rest of the field and 
track events until the final relays.  
All sorts of skills were tested – 
running, jumping and throwing 
and we had to take part in 6 
events each (3 track, 3 field).   

The day passed by so quickly that 

before we knew it the final race 
was over and the results were in.  
Nervously, we sat waiting to 
discover where we had come.  
Our team of 12 achieved 6th place, 
we were so proud.  We must also 
mention, however, that in the 
separate boys and girls scores our 
girls’ team came second, over 50 
points ahead of the third place 
team – well done girls! 

Miss Foster 

ON YOUR MARKS! 

 
 
This term Active Sports Group 
have began an After-School 
gymnastics club on a Monday 
exclusively for Key Stage 1. This 
has proved to be hugely popular 
and a great success in its first 
term.  
We have a full age range of 
children from Key Stage 1 
attending with representatives 
from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
all enjoying the activities the 
gymnastics club is providing.  
In the few short weeks the club 
has been running the children 
have already been learning 
specific skills such as forward 

rolls, handstands, a range of 
balances and vaulting. Each skill 
has been broken down into many 
different progressions to allow 
the children even at such a young 
age to understand how to 
perform the move correctly.  
Active Sports Group has brought 
an element of fun into the classes 
each week by incorporating 
gymnastics related games, and 
incentives such as stickers and 
gold stars. They also ensure each 
week has a set theme that the 
children work towards to ensure 
that there is a structure to the 
term as well as fun learning.  
Feedback from Active Sports 
Group is that the children 

attending the club are not only 
enjoying the club and progressing 
well, but are also showing 
exemplary behaviour every single 
week. This is a credit to both the 
parents and the school. A special 
mention to Jesse Feller in 
Reception who has shown a real 
willingness to learn and has come 
out of his shell by interacting with 
the whole class and getting 
involved in not only all activities 
but speaking up when the coach 
is asking open questions to the 
group.  
Shaun Mcgranaghan  

GYMNASTICS 



5 NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2016 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

It is really important to us that all 
parents and young people 
understand the dangers that some 
forms of on-line activity can pose. 
It is important that you know the 
types of media that your children 
are using and encouraging them 
to use it responsibly. 
There are a number of On-line 

resources that parents can use to 
understand how children use the 
internet. CEOP provides a 'one 
stop shop' for education and 
reporting.  
 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/ 

E-SAFETY 

You can also find the CEOP button on the 
front page of the school website 

Term 3 Tuesday 05th January-Friday 12th February 

Half Term Monday 15th February-Friday 19th February 

Term 4 Tuesday 23rd February-Thursday 24th March 

Half Term Friday 25th March-Friday 08th April 

Term 5 Monday 11th April-Friday 27th May 

Half Term Monday 30th May-Friday 03rd June 

Term 6 Monday 06th June-Thursday 21st July 

Friday 22nd July – Staff Development Day 

Staff Development Day 
 

Monday 22nd February 
 

NO SCHOOL Monday 02nd May 
Monday 30th May 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/
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Keep up-to-date and see 
our twitter feeds by visiting 

our website 

Stay Connected 
Headteacher 
Malcolm Moaby 
Whitehill Primary School 
Sun Lane 
Gravesend  
Kent 
DA12 5HN 
01474 352973 
 
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk 
 
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk 

Q.  When do monkeys fall from the sky?  
A.  During Ape-ril showers!  

PARKING 
The police have asked us to kindly 
remind people not park on the yellow 
markings outside of the school. If this 
continues then they will be forced to 
issue penalty notices to motorists.  
 
Also, those parents that drive down the 
lane at the back of the school to please 
slow down and be very vigilant of 
pedestrians and in particular of our 
children. 
 
Please be considerate of our local 
residents in the nearby roads. 


