
  

Here comes the sun! 

 

After the gloomy months of term 3 
and 4 we have been greeted with 
some excellent weather so far in 
term 5.  The summer term gives us 
more opportunity for outdoor 
learning across all year groups and I 
know that a number of teachers 
have already been involved in a 
massive array of activities.  Please 
remember sunscreen and sun hats 
for your children.  I have ordered 
800 water bottles in house colours 
for all of the children to ensure that 
they are fully hydrated. 

 

Year 6 and year 2 have been 
working through their SAT’s this 
term.  I am very proud of the way 
the children have stepped up to 
the challenge and they have all 
worked really hard.  We should 
receive their results in early July 
and we all hope that their hard 
work will have paid off. 

 

I am really pleased to announce 
that we will be having a school 
sports day this year on Friday 24th 
June.  This will be followed by our 
summer festival on Saturday 25th 
June.  Every child in the school will 
compete in sports day with the 
infants in the morning and juniors 
in the afternoon.  The athletics 
track has been marked out and the 
medals and trophies have been 
ordered.  All parents and relatives 
are invited to politely cheer on 

their children.  The PTA has been 
working exceptionally hard to bring 
together the summer festival.  
There are a number of posters 
around the school to promote this 
event and I hope that as many 
families as possible will attend. 

 

As we look towards the next 
academic year I am really pleased 
to report that the nursery has 
proved to be exceptionally popular.  
As a consequence we have offered 
an additional 30 places to ensure 
that we continue to cater for local 
children and siblings at the school.  
The Early Years Foundation stage 
will undergo a major refurbishment 
over the summer break with brand 
new outdoor facilities and direct 
access from all classrooms. 

 

One aspect of school life I have 
particularly enjoyed is the 
camaraderie amongst the staff. As 
you will see on the following pages 
a number of staff have worked 
hard raising money for charity. We 
are dragon boat racing as a staff 
over half term in another effort to 
raise money for one of our chosen 
charities.  This year’s main 
beneficiary is the Rotary Children’s 
Hospice Holiday who take children 
from Demelza and ChYPS Hospices 
on a trip of a lifetime to 
EuroDisney.  To donate please visit 
the schools mydonate page 
(https://mydonate.bt.com/fundrai
sers/whitehillprimaryschool). 

 

Can I thank you all for your 
patience in getting used to the new 
systems for entry and exit. These 
measures were taken to ensure 
that children can be as safe as 
possible whilst in the school’s care. 

 

Mr Moaby 

Headteacher 
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On Friday 18th March pupils from the 
year 5 and 6 gymnastics club took 
part in the Gravesham Qualifiers 
Competition in the hope of going 
forward to the Kent School Games. 

Four teams were entered across two 
levels in the Key Steps Gymnastics.  
Each team comprised of four 
children (3 girls and 1 boy) who all 
had to individually perform two 
routines and two vaults.  It was very 
busy and we were extremely excited 
when the first two teams arrived in 

the morning to compete against a 
large number of schools from across 
Gravesham.  They were running late 
and we barely had time for a warm 
up when we finally got inside the 
gym.  Looking around we could see 
lots of very amazing gymnasts but 
we did our best and managed to 
secure fourth and sixth places in the 
Step Two competition. 

After a quick change over it was the 
turn of the Step Three competitors.  
Although there were fewer teams, 
we knew it would be tough as the 
standard was high.  We started well 
and our confidence was boosted.  As 
we looked around the gym there 
were clearly some high level 
performers but that only made us 
step up our game even more.  By the 
time all the rotations had been 
completed we were all exhausted 
but excited also to hear the final 
result.  As we sat waiting and the 

schools were read out our hearts 
were in our mouths.  They got down 
to the top three before we heard 
our name: “Third place – Whitehill B 
team, then…First place Whitehill A 
team!”  Cheers filled the air as we 
signalled up to our supporting 
parents, in the viewing gallery, the 
good news – we were off to the Kent 
School Games Finals!!! 

Find out how we get on later in the 
year. 

Ms Foster 

GYMNASTICS COMPETITION 

Back in February, some of Year 4 
went to stay at Rippledown, an 
outdoor environmental residential 
centre near Dover. We got to 
experience orienteering, pond 
dipping, shelter building and many 

team building activities. We also got 
the chance to tell ghost stories 
around the campfire, learned to 
cross a railway line safely and went 
inside a tree which was over 1000 
years old! We grew in 

independence, being away from 
home for 3 days. A fantastic time 
was had by all and the only sad 
time was when we had to depart. 

Miss Hemsley 

RIPPLEDOWN 
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On Wednesday 13th April 2016, 
'Petaholics' came to visit our school 
to show the children in year 5 a 
range of interesting animals.  Year 5 
are currently studying animals and 
their habitat.  

The first creature we saw was a 
Giant African Land Snail.  They were 
just a few months old and they were 
enormous!  I held one, I seemed to 

think that it like me because it 
popped out of it’s shell and nearly 
climbed up my arm.   

The second insect they showed us 
was a Madagascan Hissing 
Cockroach, we had to be extremely 
quiet to hear them hissing.  The man 
from ‘Petaholics’ said there was 
three reasons why they hiss.  They 
hiss if they are scared, if a male goes 

on another's territory and to 
communicate. 

When they put them away he 
brought out Locust, but he did not 
open the lid because they would 
jump away. 

Amarjeet Gill and Edith Page   

Year 5 

PETAHOLICS 

This term Reception have been 
learning all about minibeasts. We 
had a visit from ‘Zoo Lab’ who 
brought in lots of creatures to show 
us. We met Simba the snail, 
Tinkerbell the tarantula, Sully the 

millipede and Aurora the snake. We 
were very brave and enjoyed gently 
feeling the different creatures. We 
learned lots of new things; Sully the 
millipede had 250 legs, spiders and 
snakes shed their skin and some 

insects have their bones on the 
outside of their bodies!   

Mrs Taylor 

ZOO LAB 
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CHARITY EVENTS 
Congratulations to Mrs Perry and Mrs Webster  who both  
completed the Moon Walk for Breast Cancer on Saturday 14th May.   

 

Other staff teams doing Charity events include: 

• Primary Colours doing the Colour Run for NSPCC on 28th May 

• 20 staff members doing the Dragon Boat Race on 29th May 

• Muddelicious  doing the Muddy Run for Cancer Research on 10th July 

To donate please visit the schools mydonate page 
(https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/whitehillprimaryschool).  
Mrs Sickler 

ROMAN DAY 
'In year 3 we held a Roman Day 
which proved an exciting adventure 
for both pupils and adults! We had a 
fantastic day and it was great to 
have so many children dress up in 
Roman costumes. Our day involved 
creating Roman headwear, jewellery 
and also carrying out Roman battles. 

'Emperor Mills' led us all onto the 
field to experience marching like 
Roman soldiers. We all joined in and 
if the soldiers didn't march well, it 
was press ups or star jumps for 
them!  After a fun packed day, 
we ended with a Roman feast of 
grapes, olives, bread and honey, 

which the children most definitely 
enjoyed! Our Roman day was a fun 
way to bring learning alive and gave 
our children a glimpse of what it 
might have been like to be a Roman' 
Mrs Jones 

SHAKESPEARE ROCKS 
At the end of Term 4, Year 4 put on the 
show 'Shakespeare Rocks'. The children 
worked incredibly hard to learn their 
lines, the words and actions to many 
songs as well as to make props and 
staging. KS2 watched the show on 
Tuesday 22nd March and Year 4 parents 
were invited in to see it the following 
afternoon. Year 4 performed brilliantly 
at both shows and really did themselves 
proud. For me there were several 

highlights. Tobi performed the role of 
Richard Burbage fantastically and Tomas 
was an incredible William Shakespeare. 
However, it was Comfort Dicken (a 
woman-dressed-as-a-man-dressed-as-a-
woman) who achieved the most laughs 
as with her line "I'm all man!"  

Well done again Year 4; your hard work 
all paid off! 

Miss Brown  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/whitehillprimaryschool
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

2016/2017 TERM DATES 

Monday 30th May 

School Year 2016/2017 Staff Dev. Day Monday 05th September 

Term 1 Wednesday 07th September-Fri 21st October Staff Dev. Day Tuesday 06th September 

Half Term Monday 24th October-Friday 28th October Bank Holiday  Monday 26th December 

Term 2 Monday 31st October-Wednesday 21st December Bank Holiday Tuesday 27th December 

Half Term Thursday 22nd December-Friday 30th December Bank Holiday Monday 02nd January 

Term 3 Wednesday 04th January-Friday 10th February Staff Dev. Day Tuesday 03rd January 

Half Term Monday 13th February-Friday 17th February Staff Dev. Day Monday 20th February 

Term 4 Tuesday 21st February-Friday 31st March Bank Holiday Friday 14th April 

Half Term Monday 03rd April-Thursday13th April Bank Holiday Monday 17th April 

Term 5 Tuesday 18th April-Friday 26th May Bank Holiday Monday 01st May 

Half Term Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June Bank Holiday Monday 29th May 

Term 6 Monday 5th June-Thursday 20th July Staff Dev. day Friday 21st July 

Half Term Monday 30th May-Friday 03rd June 

Term 6 Monday 06th June-Thursday 21st July 

07th/08th June Reception Forest School Trip to Shorne Country Park   

17th June  Year 6 Last Class Photo 

20th June  Whole School Photo 

23rd June  Polling Day 

24th June Sports Day 

25th June Summer Festival 

01st July  Sleepover (not all years) 

22nd July  Staff Development Day 
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Keep up-to-date and  
see our twitter feeds by  
visiting our website 

STAY CONNECTED 
Headteacher 
Malcolm Moaby 
Whitehill Primary School 
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN 
01474 352973 
 
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  
 
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  

Why do bananas use sunscreen?   
Because they peel 

The police have asked us to kindly remind 
people not park on the yellow markings 
outside of the school. If this continues then 
they will be forced to issue penalty notices 
to motorists.  
Also, those parents that drive  down the lane 
at the back of the school to please slow down 
and be very vigilant of pedestrians and in 
particular of our children. 
Please be considerate of our local residents in 
the nearby roads. 

When the weather is due to be hot please 
remember to apply sunscreen at home before 
your child comes to school. We would also 
encourage you to send your child with a 
named hat and water bottle. 

'Do you speak French or 
Spanish or know someone who 
does, who may be able to 
spare a few hours a week 
working with students at 
Gravesend Grammar School?  
Gravesend Grammar School is 
looking for people interested in 
working with small groups of 
students or individuals to help 
 
 
  

prepare them for their 
speaking exams or to revise 
other important work.   
For more information, please 
contact Joanne Learmonth 
(Spanish) 
learmonthj@gravesendgramm
ar.eu or Vicky Lewis (French) 
lewisv@gravesendgrammar.eu' 

We are still collecting Sainsbury’s 
Active Kids vouchers, you will find a box 
for them in the reception area. 

mailto:admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
http://www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk/

