
WHITEHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

An amazing end to an amazing 
year! 
 
I would like to start by thanking 
our wonderful parents for the 
support they have given me 
since October. To come to a 
new school and be welcomed 
and supported as I have has 
been very humbling. The 
school needed to change in 
some key areas and the pace 
of change has been rapid. I feel 
we are a better school than we 
were and a school that has the 
capacity to improve further. I 
do not want just an 
outstanding school but an 
exceptional school that 
prepares children to be 
resilient learners both inside 
and outside of the curriculum.  
 
I am very proud of our staff 
who have risen to the 
challenge. Making changes is 
not always popular but 
sometimes necessary and 
always in the best interest of 
our young people. In reception, 
year 1 and year 2 children have 
achieved the highest levels for 
at least 6 years. In year 6 the 
children coped very well with 
the increased demands of the 
new curriculum and SAT’s test 

and have produced some very 
pleasing outcomes. 
 
I think sports day this year was 
one of the highlights of the 
year. Every child competed and 
the level of parental supported 
was unbelievable. I hope the 
children will keep and cherish 
their medals.  
 
The summer festival was an 
equally stunning event. I would 
like to thank Hannah and her 
PTA team for creating one of 
the best school fayres I have 
ever seen. The PTA adds so 
much value to the school and I 
hope over next year we can 
increase numbers of members 
to help support and organise 
different events. 
 
As one year ends we plan the 
start of the next. We say good 
bye to several members of 
staff. Miss Brown, Mrs Perry 
and Mrs Coates will be leaving 
us for pastures new whilst Mrs 
Baker takes a well-earned 
retirement after 41 years of 
teaching.  Mr Watters one of 
our Assistant Headteachers 
also departs to join a senior 
leadership role in South 
London.  We hope that all staff 

will leave us with fond 
memories. 
 
We are fully staffed for 
September and welcome in 8 
new members of teaching 
staff. All new staff have been in 
to school and have worked 
with the children and I am sure 
they will add serious value. 
 
We also say goodbye to our 
year 6. They have been a 
terrific year group and we wish 
them all luck in the next phase 
of their education. 
 
I wish you all a safe and happy 
summer and look forward to 
seeing you again in September.  
There will be a few surprises 
next term as we have a 
number of projects over the 
summer break. 
  
Mr Moaby, Headteacher 

JULY 2016 
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Earlier this term Year 6 visited Gravesend Grammar 
School to have some lessons. The main purpose of 
going was to give us a helpful experience of what 
secondary school will be like. They had a variety of 
lessons some more likeable than others like science 
because they got to use professional equipment! 
They had a great time and can’t wait for THEIR time 
at secondary school!  
Louie Bright  
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SPORTS DAY 

Miss Higham Mr Tickner Mrs Lear Mrs Sickler Mrs Baker Miss Foster Mrs Bolland 

Thank you to the contributors of Guess the Teacher  

WINNING HOUSES 
INFANTS:  DICKENS (BLUE) 
JUNIORS:  VICTORIA (RED) 

SUMMER FESTIVAL 
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This term we have been really busy in 
Reception. We have been having Parent 
Workshops which has allowed the 
families of the children who are in 
Reception to come in and complete 
activities together. The children have 
really enjoyed showing off their 
learning. This week we have had a pirate 
week where we have turned into pirates 
by making pirate hats and eye patches.  
 

This is in preparation for our Pirate and 
Princess Party on Friday. 
  
We are all very excited about moving 
into Year one and to prepare for this we 
have been getting into our new classes 
and spending time with our new 
teachers. We have really enjoyed 
getting to know each other! 
  
 

We have also welcomed in the children 
who will be joining Reception in 
September. They have enjoyed outdoor 
learning sessions with their parents and 
stay and play sessions in their new 
classrooms with their new friends. The 
children have been really enthusiastic 
and are really excited about starting 
Reception.   
Mrs Taylor 

RECEPTION NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
Attendance 
Our overall attendance figures at the 
school are disappointing. There are still 
too many children missing significant 
amounts of their education. Although 
slightly improved I think it is still a big 
challenge for us as a school. Please 
remember that family holidays cannot 
be authorised and the local authority 
may still issue fixed penalty notices. A 
fixed penalty notice is usually served on 
each parent for each child absent. Also 
if your child is persistently absent then 
we have a responsibility to report this 
to the correct authorities. 

Lateness 
There are still too many children 
turning up to school after 9.00am. Can I 
ask that everybody makes an effort for 
the children to start their learning at 
9.00am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uniform 
Most of our children look really smart 
when they arrive at the school. That 
said there are a few things that have 
slipped a little this year. Can I please 
remind parents that children should not 
come in to school in trainers, open 
sandals or flip flops. They should be 

in black shoes. If children want to 
change into trainers at break or 
lunchtime then they will be able to. 
 
Parents have also requested cardigans 
with the school logo. The sewing shop 
will be selling cardigans for September 
with the school badge. All girls 
throughout the school should wear 
black, white or grey socks or tights. This 
is a change from last year. 

Following the hard work and effort that 
went into Key Stage 2 SATs year 6 have 
worked incredibly hard to prepare for 
their end of year extravaganza ‘Alice: 
The Musical’.  With all the amazing 
songs and solo singers what a spectacle 
it is!   
The production was chosen after a 
Pupil from year 6 made a special 

request for the story ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ and we have certainly 
made it our own.  We added characters 
not in the original script and 
improvised additional lines too.   
What a talented bunch of year 6 we are 
about to say good-bye to! 
Miss Forster 

Alice the Musical 

UPDATE 
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On Friday 1st July the year 5 football 
team had a match against the staff.  The 
final score was 3-2 to the children.  
Scorers were Keelan Watson,  Nathan 
Gouveia-Martin and Ranell Baker with 
Mr Tickner scoring the 2 goals for the 
staff. 

Thank you to Fabian Ciontu’s Dad Chris 
for refereeing the game. 

 

The team also had a end of season 
presentation, where all children received 
a certificate and a medal. 

A big thank you to Edward Stapley in 
Year 6 who has helped out all year. 

Mr Male 

On 23rd June, year 5 went on an exciting 
trip to London.  During our English 
lessons, we have been studying the 
award-winning book The London Eye 
Mystery by Siobhan Dowd.  It is a 
gripping adventure story, full of 
suspense, centred around the capital's  
landmark visitor attraction.  The two 

main characters try to solve the mystery 
of the disappearance of their cousin 
who fails to re-emerge after boarding 
the London Eye.  Having first-hand 
experience has enabled the children to 
make predictions and test out their own 
theories as to what may have 
happened. 

It was a fantastic day and every child 
behaved impeccably.  We would like to 
say a big 'thank you' to the parent 
helpers who joined us. 
Mrs Durkin 

YEAR 5 LONDON EYE TRIP 

YEAR 5 FOOTBALL TEAM 
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2016/2017 TERM DATES 

Staff Dev. Day Monday 05th September 

Staff Dev. Day Tuesday 06th September 

Term 1 Wednesday 07th September-Fri day 21st October 

Half Term Monday 24th October-Friday 28th October 

Term 2 Monday 31st October-Wednesday 21st December 

Half Term Thursday 22nd December-Friday 30th December 

Bank Holiday  Monday 26th December 

Bank Holiday Tuesday 27th December 

Bank Holiday Monday 02nd January 

Staff Dev. Day Tuesday 03rd January 

Term 3 Wednesday 04th January-Friday 10th February 

Half Term Monday 13th February-Friday 17th February 

Staff Dev. Day Monday 20th February 

Term 4 Tuesday 21st February-Friday 31st March 

Half Term Monday 03rd April-Thursday13th April 

Bank Holiday Friday 14th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 17th April 

Term 5 Tuesday 18th April-Friday 26th May 

Bank Holiday Monday 01st May 

Bank Holiday Monday 29th May 

Half Term Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June 

Term 6 Monday 5th June-Thursday 20th July 

Staff Dev. Day Friday 21st July 

CHARITY UPDATE 

Congratulations to Primary Colours who 
completed the Colour run for NSPCC, they 

raised £258.22. 

Congratulations to Whitehill Warriors who 
completed the Dragon Boat Challenge, they 

raised £793.58 for the Rotary Children's 
Hospice Holiday for children. 

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP 
From September there will no longer be a Parent and Toddler group on 
Wednesdays.  Mrs Mannings would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone that has attended the group over the years. 

ONLINE SAFETY 
At Whitehill we take online safety particularly  
serious, we are conscious that over the next 
six weeks children may have increased access 
to the internet from home. 
A number of our parents have asked us how 
we can keep children safe online, we would 
strongly recommend that if parents wants 
more information or have any concerns that 
they refer to the NSPCC website.   
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-
abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety  
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