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MERRY CHRISTMAS  
Whitehill Primary School continues 
to go from strength to strength. The 
focus of this term has been very 
much about teaching and learning. 
Staff development sessions have 
looked closely at how we plan 
lessons and ensure that we ‘close 
the gap’ for all of our children. I 
expect the children to work hard 
but also play hard and I am 
delighted that our extra-curricular 
programme also continues to 
develop. 
We welcomed both Miss Brophy 
and Miss Kovácsová at the start of 
this term and both have made an 
immediate impact. Miss Brophy has 
been working on boosting 
children’s performance in English 
and Maths at KS2 and Miss 
Kovácsová has worked with a range 
of children that require support to 
improve their language. Miss 
Kovácsová speaks 5 different 
languages and has also been able to 
effectively communicate with a 
number of parents. 
Over the course of this term 
children have taken out over 3,000 
books from the KS2 library. Children 
appear to be enjoying the books 
and also developing their reading 

skill. Can I thank all parents who 
read regularly with their children to 
help them improve – you are 
making a difference! 
A number of activities and visits 
have happened this term. Year 2 
had a splendid but wet trip to Hever 
Castle. The trip was great but the 
work produced afterwards has 
been stunning. Some of the writing 
that has come out of the trip shows 
tremendous skill and creativity. 
Year 5 had an excellent Victorian 
day where I was talked into 
teaching a Victorian PE lesson. Year 
6 visited Gravesend Grammar 
School where they watched the 
production ‘Elf Jnr’.  The children 
have been polite, enthusiastic and 
highly engaged. 
Sadly it is too early for me to report 
on the Christmas Fair and Grotto 
but at the time of writing the PTA 
Elves are busy turning the school 
into a winter wonderland and I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our hard working PTA for 
their commitment to the school.  
We continue to give generously to 
charity and in the pages to come 
you will see some of the highlights. I 
was particularly pleased that we 
were able to support a school in 
Tanzania by giving them some of 
our old furniture and toys that had 
been reconditioned. 

Hopefully you will have seen the  
four Christmas Trees we have 
around the school and I would like 
to thank The Ascot Arms and Pimms 
DIY and Hardware shop for 
donating two of our trees.  
I hope you all have a safe and 
happy Christmas and very happy 
New Year. 
 
Mr Moaby 
Headteacher 
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SPECIALIST AREAS AT WHITEHILL 
A VERY SUCCESSFUL BEGINNING 
WITH ACCELERATED READER 
In September, Whitehill Primary 
began using the Accelerated Reader 
(AR) program for children in years 
4-6.  Accelerated Reader is a very 
effective system for motivating 
children and ensuring good reading 
progress at the child’s own level. It 
is an independent reading program 
that motivates children to read for 
pleasure. 
AR helps teachers manage and 
monitor children’s independent 
reading practice. Your child picks a 
book at his/her own level and reads 
it at their own pace. When finished, 
your child takes a short quiz at 
school on the computer - passing 
the quiz is an indication that the 
child has understood what has been 
read. AR gives both children and 

teachers feedback of the quiz 
results, which is then used to set 
achievable targets and inform on-
going reading practice.  
The children began by working very 
hard to become an AR star. Every 
time a child achieved 100% in a 
quiz, a star with their name on it 
was placed on the ‘AR Stars’ board. 
The children enjoyed themselves 
and their success was plain to see 
from the number of stars on the 
board! They enjoyed it so much that 
they are now participating in 
‘Snowballing Success’. The children 
are building a snowman with 
snowballs earned by achieving 
100% for their quizzes.  
You can help your child achieve 
success in their quizzes by listening 
to them read, asking questions 
about what is happening in their 

books and reviewing the story with 
them at the end. Quiz scores will be 
recorded in contact books so that 
you can celebrate your child’s 
achievements.  
Mrs Baillieu 
Accelerated Reader Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
MISS BROPHY 
KS2 TEACHER 
I started my teaching career as a 
secondary school teacher, teaching 
English, RE and History.  I worked at 
a number of secondary schools 
before deciding that I would like to 
teach in the primary sector. I 
haven't regretted that decision. I 
love working in primary schools and 
being part of a child's learning 
experience. I have taught all year 
groups and each one has taught me 
something special in return. I am 
now working here at your lovely  
 
 

school and look forward to being 
part of your children's learning 
journey. 

 
 
 
 
 
MRS NEAT 
STUDENT SUPPORT ASSISTANT 
Before I came to Whitehill I was a 
midday supervisor at Wrotham 
Road Primary school for just over 5 
years, which I thoroughly enjoyed.   
Before having my children I was a 
mortgage adviser at a bank. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MISS KOVÁCSOVÁ 
EAL TEACHING ASSISTANT 
I am from Slovakia, and studied 
accountancy and how to build a 
business.  I am native speaker of 
Hungarian and Slovakian and 
understand Czech and Polish.  I’m 
here to help to develop all children 
with their language but with my 
ability to speak a number of 
different languages I recognise I can 
specifically help those families that 
have language difficulties.   
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CHARITY AND FUNDRAISING 

LETTER FROM SCHOOL IN 
TANZANIA 
Dear Malcolm, 
Your school generously donated 
items that I sent to Tanzania in July. 
I'm writing today to thank you 
again  for your contribution and I 
have attached some photos 

showing where the items are now. 
The generous support of your 
school made it possible for us to 
start a new school and to make the 
community a great place to live. The 
children that go to our new nursery 
school enjoy playing and learning 
using the equipment and books 
from Whitehill School. 

Our school can be found on Google 
map through the following link: 
https://goo.gl/maps/u1cxJHF49DQ2 
Please send our special thank you to 
the School Caretaker. 
My staff and I are grateful and 
thank you again for your support!  
David Luhanga 
 

In November we raised £472.82 by having 
a non-school uniform day 

MRS LEAR AND MRS ORAM 
completed the 10k Mo-Run at 
Greenwich park to help raise 
awareness for the Movember 
Foundation, looking into the 
way research into men’s health 
is done, and the way health 
services reach and support men. 

ELLENOR HOSPICE 
Mrs Jones jumped from an 
aeroplane at 12,000ft to raise 
money for the Ellenor Hospice 
in memory of her father,  so far 
she has raised £625.75 with gift 
aid. 

We also raised £242 for the 
Poppy appeal 

SINCE SEPTEMBER 2016 WE HAVE 
RASIED £2101.32 FOR CHARITIES 

https://goo.gl/maps/u1cxJHF49DQ2
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HAPPENING IN CLASS 
VICTORIAN DAY 
Year 5 took part in Victorian day. 
We dressed in period costumes 
and took part in several activities.  
These included a P.E drill lead by 
Mr Moaby. We learned how to 
stand to attention and do a range 
of exercises that would have 

taken place. This was hard work! 
We did Maths where we also 
learnt what would have happened 
if a child didn’t know the answer 
(wear a dunce hat!) or if children 
didn’t do what they were 
supposed to e.g. fiddle with a 
chalk and wear a finger brace! We 
did a sack race and hoop throws 

in games, art and design and 
home economics in which we 
made Victorian biscuits.  
Mrs Sickler 
Teaching Assistant 
 

HARE AND THE TORTOISE 
The nursery children have been 
reading the story of the Hare 
and the Tortoise, they were 
lucky to have a rabbit and 
tortoise come and visit them. 
 

DISPLAY OF ‘A DAY IN THE LIFE 
OF CHARLIE BUCKET’ 

LEARNING TO DESCRIBE A CHARACTER:  WILLY 
WONKA 

CLASSROOM DISPLAYS 
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PTA 

The Whitehill PTA have been 
continuing their good work, raising 
money for the children, by holding 
events throughout the year. In the 
last 12 months we have seen a 
successful Christmas market and 
Summer Festival as well as discos 
for all age groups during the last 
term. 
The money raised from these 
events has allowed the PTA to buy 
new football goals for the junior 
field, our excellent new PA system 
and also the house colour gazebos 
you may have seen during sports 
day. 
Being able to buy these things for 
the benefit of the children is the 

main goal of the PTA, as well as 
offering adults a chance to meet 
other parents, be a positive 
influence on the school and have a 
say in how events are planned and 
money spent. 
There is currently a small group 
that help plan and run the events 
the PTA put on but we are always 
on the lookout for more help and 
for people to get involved. There is 
no minimum commitment, people 
can be as involved as they want to 
be and give as much or as little time 
as they can. 
In addition to what we have done 
this year the PTA would love to add 
more events to the calendar and 

increase the amount we can spend 
on improving the facilities and 
equipment available for the whole 
school. Unfortunately this cannot 
be done without some additional 
help and support. 
If you would like to get involved, 
have a voice in what we do and 
how we spend the money raised 
then please get in contact at 
whitehillprimaryPTA@outlook.com. 
We hold a few informal meetings 
throughout the year, anyone is 
welcome and we would love the 
support to enable us to do more for 
the school and the children. 
Hannah Thompson 
Chair of the PTA 

The school would like to encourage 
parents and carers to make healthy 
choices when packing their 
children’s lunchboxes.  Trying to 
think of healthy and exciting things 
to put in packed lunch can be a 
challenge.  According to NHS 
choices a balanced lunchbox should 
contain: 
Starchy foods - bread, rice, 
potatoes or pasta 
Protein foods - meat, fish, eggs or 
beans 
A dairy item - cheese or yogurt 
Vegetables or salad and a portion 
of fruit 
 

We would also asked parents to 
avoid  using products containing 
nuts in their child’s lunch including 
peanut butter and chocolate 
spread.  For more information on 
nut allergies and other common 
allergies, please look on the Allergy 
UK website. 
Miss Pond 
 

A HEALTHY LUNCHBOX 

WHITEHILL PTA 

Congratulations to Amy Danbury 
who represented Gravesham 
Girls U12s Football in November.  
We were contacted by Sarah 
Davies, the Gravesham District 
Girls U12s Manager, who 
described her as a credit to her 
school. 

CONGRATULATIONS AMY! 

mailto:whitehillprimaryPTA@outlook.com
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Lighterlunchboxes.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Lighterlunchboxes.aspx
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STAY CONNECTED 
Headteacher 
Malcolm Moaby 
Whitehill Primary School 
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN 
01474 352973 
 
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  

Bank Holiday Mon 02 Jan 

Staff Dev. Day Tue 03 Jan 

Term 3 Wed 04 Jan-Fri 10 Feb 

Half Term Mon 13 Feb-Fri 17 Feb 

Staff Dev. Day Mon 20 Feb 

Term 4 Tue 21 Feb-Fri 31 Mar 

Half Term Mon 03 Apr-Thu 13 Apr 

Bank Holiday Fri 14 Apr 

Bank Holiday Mon 17 Apr 

Term 5 Tue 18 Apr-Fri 26 May 

Bank Holiday Mon 01 May 

Bank Holiday Mon 29 May 

Half Term Tue 30 May-Fri 2 Jun 

Term 6 Mon 5 Jun-Thu 20 Jul 

Staff Dev. Day Fri 21 Jul 

Hopefully you will have seen the new ‘no parking’ signs on 
the various fences/gates around the outside of the school. 
Please be vigilant of pedestrians and in particular our 
children. 
We also ask that you be considerate of our local residents 
in the nearby roads. 

PARKING 

COLDER WEATHER WARMER CLOTHES  
As the weather is now getting colder, we ask that you keep 
an eye on the local weather forecast and send your 
children to school in appropriate clothing.   
Children are still expected to wear full uniform and please 
remember that the fleeces that are available from ‘The 
Sewing Shop’ on Echo Square are for outside wear only 
and a sweatshirt or cardigan is expected to be worn in 
classrooms.  Winter woolly hats with the school logo 
embroidered on them are also available at ‘The Sewing 
Shop’ currently costing £5.50 each. 
It is very rare that we have to shut the school because of 
inclement weather, however, in the event of very heavy 
snowfall that contributes to dangerous surfaces and the 
inability of staff and children to travel safely to school, we 
may take a decision to close the school.  In this case the 
closure will be put on the first page of the school website,  
BBC Radio and a message will appear on BBC Radio Kent 
and the KCC closures websites. 
 

  

 
  

 

You can find a regularly updated calendar for the 
current term, upcoming events, newsletter and 

copies of letters sent out  on our website. 
 

As the calendar is updated we will ‘tweet’ to let you 
know, follow us on Twitter @WhitehillPS. 

KEY DATES 

mailto:admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
http://www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk/

	WHITEHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL�NEWSLETTER
	Specialist Areas at Whitehill
	Charity and Fundraising
	Happening in class
	PTA
	Slide Number 6

