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Whitehill Primary is a 
GOOD school 
I am absolutely delighted to inform 
you that our recent Ofsted 
inspection concluded that the 
School continues to be good.  
The Ofsted team were very much 
aware that there had been 
considerable change since the last 
Ofsted report in 2013. I am very 
pleased that they recognised the 
considerable amount of work that 
had gone into improving the quality 
of education over the past 15 
months.  
In their letter to me they praised 
the ‘commitment and 
determination’ of the leadership 
group to bring about improvement 
and the ‘regained confidence of 
parents’ who commented on 
positive changes that have been 
made. 
They felt that there is a ‘strong and 
effective culture of safeguarding in 
the School and that pupils feel safe’. 
The lead inspector singled out Mrs 
Mannings, the School’s Family 
Liaison Officer, for the support she 
provides to pupils and their 
families. 
Nursery and Reception came in for 
special mention. They commented 
that the ‘investment in staffing, the 
environment and strong leadership’ 
contributed to the improved 

outcomes where the ‘proportion of 
children who achieved a good level 
of development has dramatically 
improved’. 
Very pleasing were the comments 
that they made about reading. As 
you know improving reading has 
been a high priority and the 
inspectors praised the approaches 
we were using to inspire children. I 
was very happy that they 
recognised that ‘pupils of all ages 
are motivated and enjoy reading 
and that children use their phonics 
skills well to help them to read’. 
There was recognition of the 
strategic actions taken to increase 
depth of knowledge and 
understanding, and ability in 
Mathematical reasoning. 
They noted the significant change in 
culture of the school and its 
increasingly good standing in the 
community. This is really important 
to us as we move forward as a 
School. 
The full letter from Ofsted can be 
found on our website. 
This ‘good’ judgement does not 
mean that the job has been 
completed. We are all committed to 
make this an exceptional local 
school that provides an outstanding 
education to all of its pupils. We 
stand by our commitment to make 
this a Happy, Helpful and 
Hardworking School. The report has 

given us some ‘next steps’ and 
these are around increasing 
expectations, plugging gaps where 
there is underachievement and 
developing sustained progress 
across a wider range of subjects. 
We look forward to the future at 
Whitehill with renewed vigour and 
excitement.  
I would like to thank all of the staff 
but I would also like to say well 
done to all our children and parents 
that have helped to make this 
judgement on the School possible. 
 
A very happy Mr Moaby 
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HAPPENING IN EARLY YEARS 

This term, Reception children are 
enjoying learning about different 
traditional tales such as ‘The 
Gingerbread Man’, ‘The Three 
Little Pigs’ and ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears’. To launch the topic, 
the children made their own 
gingerbread men after reading 
the story. They worked so hard to 
follow the recipe, mixing the 
ingredients together and  
 
 
 
 

putting the right number of 
buttons and eyes on only to find 
that when they went to get them 
out of the oven... they had 
disappeared! 
The children needed to become 
detectives and follow the clues 
that were left behind to solve the 
mystery of the missing 
gingerbread men. They came up 
with ideas on where they could  
 
 
 

have gone or who might have 
taken them, or worse… eaten 
them! They went on a hunt 
around the school following the 
clues hidden in envelopes and 
eventually found them hiding in 
the library reading all the books. 
We are looking forward to seeing 
what else happens throughout 
the rest of the term. 
Miss Walsh 
 

The children in True Owls 
Morning Nursery were so excited 
by the snow and so were the 
adults! For all the children it was 
the first time seeing snow for real, 
so they were desperate to get 
outside and experience it for 
themselves.  Earlier we had set up 
the outdoor area with lots of  
things they could use to explore  
 

the snow. The children enjoyed 
making slush soup in the ice 
kitchen, making footprints with 
the animals in the snow and 
pouring water on the snow to see 
it melt. Of course we also made 
snow angels, threw snow balls 
and built a SNOWMAN! 
Mrs Sesay 

This term, children in Reception 
(Barn Owl Class) were lucky 
enough to enjoy the long awaited 
snow at Woodland Learning. Mr 
Bishop drove them carefully to 
the Grammar School where they 

investigated different footprints 
in the snow, described what it 
looked and felt like and 
wrote their names in it with 
sticks they found. They then 
enjoyed a warming snack of hot 

chocolate and biscuits before 
returning safely to school.  
Mrs Wraight 
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HAPPENING IN KS2 

Year 6 are currently working hard 
in order to prepare for their SATS 
in May.  
In Maths we are focusing on 
developing our understanding of 
mathematical procedures and 
applying them to different 
situations. This includes: 
developing our use of mixed and 
improper fractions; percentages 
in real life situations and algebra.  
In English we have been 
developing our understanding of 
grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. We have been looking at 

a variety of spelling patterns and 
have been applying these to our 
writing. In grammar we have been 
looking at: active and passive 
voice, the subjunctive verb form 
and developing our use of 
sentence structure within our 
writing. We are using the book 
Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver in 
order to develop our writing.  
Our topic this term is “The Frozen 
Kingdom”. We are looking at both 
the Arctic and the Antarctic. We 
have been comparing the two 
environments and we have 

looked at the different species of 
animals that live in both regions. 
We are also looking at the 
environment and seeing how the 
Arctic and Antarctic are being 
affected by global warming.  
The year 6 children have worked 
incredibly hard in order to be well 
prepared for their SATS tests this 
year and we are incredibly proud 
of the hard work that they have 
put in. 
Mr Forder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whitehill has recently invested in 
a new science curriculum, 
Empiribox , which provides 
engaging lessons to immerse 
children and encourage scientific 
enquiry skills which we are 
focusing on as an area for 
improvement. 
Empiribox meets the new national 
curriculum requirements to 
emphasise scientific method  
 
 
 
 

as well as teaching core scientific 
facts. The way children learn this 
is by doing practical science….. 
and lots of it! This curriculum gets 
children ready for secondary 
science through investigation and 
assessment.  
This term’s focus is Physics and 
children have already used 
magnetic spheres and cartridge 
burners in investigations. Some of 
the experiments that have taken 
place provoked questions such as 
“Is it possible to get a hard, boiled 
egg into a bottle?” and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“How can you make a rocket 
using the following apparatus?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A child in year 5 said, “This is the 
most fun science lesson I have 
ever had!”  
Not only is it fun but the children 
are learning scientific enquiry 
skills and how to plan 
investigations, predicting what 
will happen as well as doing 
exciting experiments. 
Mr Wadsworth 
 

PTA THANKS 
Thank you to the PTA for buying 
the new goals on the main field 
and also supplying some 
additional Year 6 football shirts to 
enable the team to play in bigger 
tournaments. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiK16_y3O7RAhVIPRoKHR1TAZUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/chicken-egg-clipart&bvm=bv.145822982,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGHowDs2SjrZ5_HL2lhjQ-WrgQUfg&ust=1486032577033286
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj9v_Cu3e7RAhWFVhoKHe7yDMgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.astronomyshed.co.uk/forum/viewtopic.php?f%3D42%26t%3D1175%26start%3D50&bvm=bv.145822982,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE4cDFJer8TMOAZh_e2KOtvZDtwWg&ust=1486032703886564
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.saharaweeklyng.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/water.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.saharaweeklyng.com/scarcity-of-water-hits-lagos-as-populace-lament/&docid=J64DRNf9SU27WM&tbnid=RBoXzwQ2wjSU1M:&vet=1&w=2560&h=1600&safe=strict&bih=985&biw=1920&q=water&ved=0ahUKEwi-oPL43e7RAhXqK8AKHfQ3BZAQMwhNKBQwFA&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB-v7o3e7RAhUNahoKHWF_BuwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cvs.com/drug/ascorbic-acid-vitamin-c&bvm=bv.145822982,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF831O-jCvgn_PFUwPsg1iLDtyQ6A&ust=1486032797558495
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CHARITY AND FUNDRAISING 

Run, run, run as fast as you can,  
you can’t catch me I’m the  
Gingerbread Man! 
Unfortunately I think the 
favourite line from the nursery 
children’s much-loved tale cannot 
be said of me, their teacher! 
I am Mrs Sesay and I’m currently 
training for the London Marathon, 
taking place this year on Sunday 
23rd April.  This is the first time I 
have done anything like this, and 
it has always been a long awaited 
dream, ever since I remember.  
I’m running for a great charity and 
cause, Phab Kids, a small charity 

based in the Midlands working 
with children and young adults 
from around the UK providing 
‘PhabKidsWeeks’ for children with 
complex needs and disabilities. 
Their ‘Integrated Living 
Experience and Skills for 
Independence’ projects help to 
build confidence, independence 
and self-esteem whilst breaking 
down barriers and building 
friendships, all through a range of 
fun and challenging 
activities.  They make a big 
difference to the lives of the 
children and young people 

themselves but also to their 
families. 
I would welcome and be most 
grateful for your support in any 
way. Please visit my Just Giving 
page at:  https://www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/ 
Zan-Sesay   
to sponsor me. 
Thank you. 

WE RAISED £439 
WE RAISED £830.02 

Red Nose Day will be on Friday 24th 
March.  The school will be having an 

Own Clothes Day and asking for a 
donation of £1 per child to take part.   
All donations will go to the charity. 

SPECIALIST AREAS AT WHITEHILL 

 
 
 
 
I am new to Whitehill Primary 
School and have been here just 
under 3 months. I previously 
worked in a special needs school 
that specialised in working with 
children on the autistic spectrum 
in South East London.  Since 
working at Whitehill I have  

worked with a few children that 
have required additional support 
in relation to helping them better 
manage their behaviour and 
reduce their anxiety.  I have built 
on my previous experience in a 
specialist setting and introduced 
and adapted strategies and 
interventions which are proving 
to work amazingly well. 
I have also been running sensory 
lessons twice a week for children 

that need and get a lot out of 
sensory play and interaction. This 
involves making a mess of the DT 
room using shaving foam, corn 
flour, rice, pasta, fake snow and 
gunge! The children love it and 
are completely engaged with the 
activities, which help them 
develop in many ways. 
Miss De-Ritter 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Zan-Sesay
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Zan-Sesay
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Zan-Sesay
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSvY_p7-HRAhUHcRQKHQRJBxMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.thebrooke.org/get-involved/fundraise/virgin-money-london-marathon-2017&bvm=bv.145393125,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF6LLTbDzc8QIjVNcIQJ2bPg6U_Qg&ust=1485590977313317
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COMING UP NEXT TERM KEY DATES 

THURSDAY  
2ND MARCH 

BOOK FAIR 
6TH-10TH  
MARCH 

MONDAY 27TH  
AND TUESDAY 28TH  
FEBRUARY 

FRIDAY 24TH  
MARCH 

THURSDAY  
23RD MARCH 
KS1 COMIC  
RELIEF PARTY 

Half Term Mon 13 Feb-Fri 17 Feb 

Staff Dev. Day Mon 20 Feb 

Term 4 Tue 21 Feb-Fri 31 Mar 

Half Term Mon 03 Apr-Thu 13 Apr 

Bank Holiday Fri 14 Apr 

Bank Holiday Mon 17 Apr 

Term 5 Tue 18 Apr-Fri 26 May 

Bank Holiday Mon 01 May 

Bank Holiday Mon 29 May 

Half Term Tue 30 May-Fri 2 Jun 

Term 6 Mon 5 Jun-Thu 20 Jul 

Staff Dev. Day Fri 21 Jul 

TIMES TABLES IN SCHOOL 

EARLY YEARS 
BUG BALL 

WEDNESDAY 29TH  
MARCH 

Knowing times tables is crucial to 
success in maths.  We are having 
a big school focus on learning our 
multiplication facts.  Did you 
know, all times tables up to 12 x 
12 are expected to be mastered 
by the end of year 4?  Teachers 

and children have been busy 
producing great times table 
displays. Mrs Jones and her class 
have been making some times 
table chatterboxes.  Could you 
make one? 

Have you ever tried using Lego to 
practice times tables? If you have 
any fun suggestions, we would 
love to know.  Keep practicing!  
Mrs Durkin 

MATHS WEEK 
13TH-17TH MARCH 
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STAY CONNECTED 
Headteacher 
Malcolm Moaby 
Whitehill Primary School 
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN 
01474 352973 
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk  

Parking around the school during 
drop off and pick up times is 
always extremely busy.  Please do 
not park on or wait on the zig zag 
lines during these times.   
Please do not park on the corners 
of roads as this greatly reduces the 
visibility of children and 
parents/carers crossing these 
roads.  
Do not leave your cars running 
whilst parking illegally to pick up 

children.   
If you live locally and do not need 
to drive to pick up children, please 
don’t. 
Please be vigilant of pedestrians 
and in particular our children. 
We also ask that you be 
considerate of our local residents 
in the nearby roads. 

COLDER WEATHER WARMER CLOTHES  

  

 
  

 

As the weather is now colder, we 
ask that you keep an eye on the 
local weather forecast and send 
your children to school in 
appropriate clothing.   
Children are still expected to wear 
full uniform and please remember 
that the fleeces that are available 
from ‘The Sewing Shop’ on Echo 
Square are for outside wear only  
 
 
 
 

and a sweatshirt or cardigan is 
expected to be worn in 
classrooms.  Winter woolly hats 
with the school logo embroidered 
on them are also available at ‘The 
Sewing Shop’, currently costing 
£5.50 each. 
It is very rare that we have to shut 
the school because of inclement 
weather, however, in the event of  
 
 
 
 

very heavy snowfall that 
contributes to dangerous surfaces 
and the inability of staff and 
children to travel safely to school, 
we may take a decision to close 
the school.  In this case the closure 
will be put on the school website,  
BBC Radio and a message will 
appear on BBC Radio Kent and the 
KCC closures websites. 
 
 

You can find a regularly updated calendar 
for the current term, upcoming events, 

newsletter and copies of letters sent out  
on our website. 

 
As the calendar is updated we will ‘tweet’ 

to let you know.  Follow us on Twitter 
@WhitehillPS. 

Lots of children at Whitehill are 
such wonderful role models, 
therefore we would like to give 
'Special Mentions' to pupils who 
demonstrate respectful behaviour 
towards others. All staff will be 
looking out for exemplary 
behaviour in school and 
celebrating this by nominating 
children for a 'Special Mention' in 
Monday assemblies. If your child 
comes home with a 'Special 
Mention' sticker, they have been 
celebrated for doing something 
wonderful! 
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