
 
Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Tests 

 
This year, the Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 tests will take place in the week beginning 8th May. 
The following will provide you with useful information to help both you and your child prepare 
for the tests.  
 

The timetable for the test week is as follows: 
 

Monday 8th 
May 

Tuesday 
9th May 

Weds 
10th  May 

Thursday 
11th May 

Friday 12th  
May 

Reading  
1 hour 

Grammar, and 
punctuation 
40 minutes 
Spelling 
Approx. 20 
minutes 

Maths 
Arithmetic 
30 minutes  
 

Maths 
Reasoning 
40 minutes 

 

  Maths 
Reasoning 
40 minutes 

  

 
It is vital that the children attend school every day during the 

assessment week. 
 

How you can help your child prepare: 
 
One of the biggest influences on your child’s SAT marks will be their reading ability. Confident 
and competent readers can read questions quickly, and understand what they need to do. 
Continue to encourage your child to read for at least 15 minutes every day, looking at both 
fiction and non-fiction texts. 
 
There are many resources available both online and from book shops should you wish to work 
at home to help your child prepare for SATs. The CGP series of books present the questions in 
a very similar format to the papers. The CGP books are readily available from 
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk and most book retailers.  
 
Despite our reassurances, SATs can still be a worrying time for your child and can lead to 
nervousness as the tests approach. You can support them through this by: 
 
• Offering positive encouragement - reassure them that they just have to try their best on the 
day. 
• Encouraging them to spend 10- 20 minutes a day on reading, revision or practice, working in 
a calm and relaxed environment. 
• Reminding them that in most parts of the SAT papers, children do not have to write in 
sentences: often phrases or even single words will be enough. 
• Keeping an early and regular bedtime routine in the days leading up to and including the test 
week – no later than 8.30 p.m.! 
• Ensuring your child has breakfast every day, especially during the week of the tests. 
Research shows that children who miss breakfast perform worse in late morning. 
• Ensuring they bring in a healthy mid–morning snack and plenty to drink during the day. 
 

 
 

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/


About the tests themselves: 
 
During the week, the children will be assessed in Maths, Reading and Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling. The children are supported to help them show the best of their learning ability in 
the tests. Children who need questions read to them will be assigned a reader or scribe, 
depending on their needs (as have been determined by the class teacher). The children do not 
have a ‘reader’ in the Reading paper. 
 

English 
 
There are two papers: Reading and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: 
 
Reading 
 
The children have 1 hour to read a selection of texts and answer questions. The texts can 
include stories, poetry and information. Answers can be in phrases and don’t often have to be 
in full sentences. The questions range from the literal (who does what, when) to the deductive 
(where, for example, they have to work out how someone is feeling from what is written). The 
children will be encouraged to say which parts of the text contained the answer and will need 
to include examples.  
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
 
SATs tests include a Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test which will assess vocabulary, 
sentence grammar, spelling and punctuation.  
 
Assessments will be carried out by a series of short answer questions in a variety of formats.  
The test will last for approximately one hour in total. 
 
Writing 
 
There is no formal writing test for the children in Year 6. Instead, the children’s writing will be 
assessed throughout the year by the class teachers, and will then be moderated with Year 6 
teachers from across Gravesham. The final assessment credited to the children will be derived 
solely from the teacher assessment of writing tasks completed throughout Year 6 in both their 
English and Topic lessons. The children will have had opportunities to write in a range of 
genres, such as: 
Explanation, Recount, Persuasion, Report, Discussion, Instruction, Narrative and Poetry. 
 

 
Maths 
 
There are three maths papers. The papers include questions involving arithmetic skills, 
understanding of shape, symmetry and reading charts. 
• The Arithmetic paper has a range of calculations involving multiplication, division, addition, 
subtraction, fractions, percentages and decimals. 
• The Reasoning papers have a mix of problems involving all areas of mathematics. Children 
have to apply their understanding of number to solve word, shape or data problems.  
 
In both of these papers, children are encouraged to show how they arrived at an answer. 
Marks are awarded for showing working out, even if the answer is wrong. Children will also be 
expected to show an understanding of how to use and apply their mathematical knowledge in a 
variety of ways or ‘to think like a mathematician’. 
 
The Results 
You will receive your child’s results with the end of year report. 
 
 


