
WHITEHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER M���� 2017

Last term was hard 
to beat aft er a 
very successful 

Ofsted inspecti on, however, we 
conti nue to challenge the children 
and try to provide opportuniti es 
to enrich the curriculum. This 
term has been packed full 
of exciti ng initi ati ves aimed 
at inspiring the children and 
improving learning. A number of 
the visits have been described 
in more detail throughout this 
newslett er and I would like to 
thank staff  for organising such 
fantasti c events, as without this 
commitment they would not be 
able to take place.

This term, the students have 
visited Rippledown (year 4 
residenti al), Chatham Dockyard 
(year 2), and Oxford University 
(selecti on of year 5 and 6). We 
have also had the author Tola 
Okogwu visit the school and 
discuss her work during World 
Book Week, during which we also 
had our annual book fair. 

One of the highlights this term 
has been the hugely successful 
Maths Week. Mrs Durkin and 
her team did a wonderful 
job organising a number of 
Mathemati cs acti viti es over 
the course of the week. It was 
fantasti c to see children wearing 
watches and telling the ti me, a 
skill that has somewhat been 
consigned to history by the 

emergence of new technologies. 
The children also produced an 
awesome ti meline from their 
dates of birth, involving the whole 
of the school.

Parents evenings have been very 
well att ended and the feedback 
from parents has been amazing. 
It is clear that parents want the 
best for their children and are 
really supporti ng the school in 
challenging the children. We 
have started to bring Accelerated 
Reader further down the school 
and this is having a huge impact 
on reading for pleasure.

Unfortunately I am writi ng 
this before Mrs Back to Front 
entertains KS1 in their Comic 
Relief event but I am sure this will 
be an excellent event and I again 
thank the PTA for their invaluable 

work.

This term we received 2 very 
welcome lett ers from the 
Regional Schools Commissioner 
Dominic Herrington and the 
Corporate Director of Educati on 
and Young People’s Services 
for Kent, Patrick Leeson, 
congratulati ng the school for 
all their hard work towards the 
Ofsted judgement.  It is really 
pleasing that we appear to be 
getti  ng some really positi ve press, 
and I know that we are more 
popular as a school than we have 
been for a very long ti me.

Mr Moaby
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World Book 
Day at 
Whitehill 

was a fantasti c 
celebrati on of books 

and stories! It was lovely to see 
so many of our favourite book 
characters entering the school 
gates in the morning – we had 
wizards wandering the corridors, 
fairy-tale princesses parading the 
playground; even the Incredible 

children also discussed adjecti ves 
they could use to describe their 
hair, and rhyming words they could 
use in stories. It was a privilege to 
have a published author visit us, 
and the children were inspired by 
her stories!

W���� B��� D�� ��  W�������� P������ S�����

A����� �����

Thank you to everybody who 
supported our ‘Travelling 
Books’ book fair. It was 

a tremendous success, and by 
purchasing books for your children 
you have raised a total of £349.89 
worth of books for our school 
libraries! Thank you, and happy 
reading!

Hulk made an appearance. Luckily 
we managed to keep him calm! 
Key Stage 1 took part in a costume 
competi ti on, and Key Stage 2 
witnessed the Queen of Hearts’ 
trial to fi nd out who stole her tarts, 
before enjoying the story of ‘Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner’ by Cathy 
Tincknell. Every child received a 
£1 World Book Day book token to 
spend.

As part of our World 
Book Day celebrati ons, 
children’s author Tola 

Okogwu came to visit children in 
Year R, 1, 3 and 4. She has writt en 
two picture books: ‘Daddy Do My 
Hair? Beth’s Twists’ and ‘Hope’s 
Braids’. She brought her doll, Kechi, 
with her, and used it to discuss 
the themes behind the book, 
including experiences with hair 
and diff erences in hair types. The 

U������ R���� 
S����� R���!
Well done to all the children 
who took part in the Usborne 
Sponsored Read as part of our 
World Book Day celebrati ons. 
The money they were sponsored 

has raised a total of £2790 worth 
of books for our school libraries!  
A special menti on goes out to 
Conner Hurley in 1AS, Louie 
Musguin in 4MH and Charlie 
Warner in 5BW who raised 
£100 each! All the children have 
received a certi fi cate for taking 
part. Thank you for your generous 
sponsors and for conti nuing to 
support your children’s reading.

Miss Higham
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On 
Thursday 26th 
January, Mr Bishop 
and I were privileged 
enough to take 15 children across 
years 5 and 6 to experience what 
higher educati on is all about, to 
one of the most presti gious and 
highly rated University in the 
world, Oxford University.  

We began our 
tour at the 
Department 
of Earth 
Science where, 
following a 

helpful volunteer and some hair-
pulling later, we were looking at 
a human hair under an electron 
microscope tens of thousands of 
ti mes stronger than the human 
eye. We learnt what hair was made 
from (carbon as a matt er of fact) 
we were lucky enough to look 
at and handle some real fossils. 
The children were unsurprisingly 
very keen to handle the fossils 
and Mr Bishop, the university 
team and I were impressed by 
their knowledge and questi oning 
skills. What followed was a tour 
of the University’s own natural 
history museum, which allowed 
the children the opportunity to 
discover animals and objects both 
millions of years old and from 
thousands of miles away. A quick 
lunch followed, before a tour of 

St Hugh’s College allowed the 
children to explore the more social 
side of university life, where they 
explored the grounds and had the 
chance to talk to some students 
about their experiences.  

Throughout the enti re ti me we 
were at the University, the children 
were impeccably behaved and 
were a credit to the school. A 
big thank you must be said to 
the University for their fantasti c 
hospitality and we all look forward 
to returning there with next year’s 
prospecti ve students.  

Mr Ames

On Wednesday 8th 
February, 53 Year 
4 children went 

to Rippledown, an outdoor 
environmental centre near Deal, to 
spend 2 nights and 3 days. Among 
the many acti viti es, they tried 
shelter building, pond dipping, 

took part in team building games 
and went hiking. They also spent 
ti me learning about, looking at, 
and collecti ng poo (our topic was 
digesti on)!  On the last evening 
they enjoyed a campfi re. 

They learned lots about 
themselves and each other, and 
grew in independence as the ti me 
went on. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed it, as did the teachers, 
and, although we were very ti red 
and in need of a good wash, it was 
a shame to have to leave so soon. 
We’re sure it is an adventure that 
will stay with them for a long ti me 
to come.

Miss Hemsley, Mr Khader and Mrs 
Mills

We began our 
tour at the 
Department 
of Earth 
Science where, 
following a 
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On Thursday 9th March, 
Eagle class went to 
Chatham Dockyard.  

Before we went there Miss 
Campbell told us some strict rules.  
We went there because our topic 
is Land Ahoy.  We met a lady called 
Judy.  She was a very wise old lady, 
and she also was our tour guide.

First, we went to the amazing 
ropery where we saw lots of ropes, 

long and short.  Did you know a 
machine in the ropery needed 70 
men but now it needs 2?  Also we 
learnt that long ropes were used 
for anchors but they needed to 
be thick.  The ropery is also the 
longest building in Europe and it’s 
a quarter of a mile!  Its so long that 
people who work there use a bike.  
Also people who work there use a 
bell to send messages.

Aft er lunch we went into the giant 
black submarine.  In the olden 
days they used it for spying.  Also 
we learnt that the batt eries weigh 
the same as 15 elephants.  In the 
second ship called the Cavalier, 
Amber got to ring the bell.  On the 
Ocelot we had to walk backward 
so we didn’t fall on our head.

Alice Vakhtomova  from 2BCT

Maths week has been a 
great success!

The children have had 
lots of fun learning about ti me.  
120 watches were sold, many 
children made ti me-related maths 
hats and parents and children had 
fun taking part in the quizzes. 

Each year group took part in a Beat 
the clock ti mes tables competi ti on.

The winners are as follows:

  Year 1:  Kiran, 1CM

  Year 2:  Ore-Oluwa, 2CBT

  Year 3: Yalavan, 3AJ

  Year 4:  Damir, 4MH

  Year 5:  Randima, 5YK

  Year 6:  Elena, 6SH

The overall champion was Elena 
who managed to answer 72 ti mes 
table questi ons in one minute!  
What a star!

Choosing a winner for the maths 
hat competi ti on proved very 
diffi  cult as the standard was very 

high.

The winners are:

  KS1:  Lewis Jones, 2AT

  KS2:  Nathan Gouveia-Marti n, 
6WF

Mrs Male very kindly created 
a whole school ti meline of the 
children’s birthdays.  You may like 
to pop in and see it. 

Thank you so much for your 
support.  Please conti nue to 
encourage your children to tell the 
ti me.  It takes ti me to master!

Mrs Durkin

M���� W��� �� W��������

N������
On Wednesday 15th March, the 
Whitehill netball team att ended 
the High 5 Netball Tournament.  

The team played against many 
other teams from Gravesham. 
Whitehill came 4th in their league. 

We are very proud of them. 

Mrs Mills
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On Thursday 23rd February Liam 
Calvert onlong with his team 

Gravesham Borough football Club 
(GBFC) featured in the local paper 

Gravesend Messenger. 

F�������� W���

F����������

F�������

On Saturday 25th February, Mrs 
Oram and Mrs Lear ran Shorne 
Park Run, dressed up in white tutus 
and white angel wings, to raise 
awareness and money for a fellow 
runner who is running the London 
marathon for The Miscarriage 
Associati on.

Once again, Debbie Perry (in the 
Nursery) and I will be doing the 
Walk the Walk breast cancer charity 
Moonwalk in May. We walk 26.2 
miles around London, overnight, 
fetchingly dressed in decorated 
bras! Last year we raised over 
£600 for the charity which is very 
close to both our hearts as we 

lost our Mum’s to the disease. 
If you would like to sponsor us, 
(pennies or pounds !),please 
visit our Everydayhero page at 
htt ps://moonwalklondon2017.
evrydayhero.com/uk/whitehill-
walkers 

Mrs Webster 

Whilst they were there, they 
bumped into Isabelle Bateman 
from 2BM who had run the park 
run too. Park Run is just over 3 
miles long, which is amazing!  Well 
done Isabelle.

Olliver Skalecki in 4CM created a 
fantasti c 3D Island, it was so great 
we asked him to tell us about it.

I made my island with my mum. 
For the base we used a sheet 

of plywood. We drew an Island 
shape; I coloured the land in green 
and the ocean in blue. I poured 
sand on top of hot glue and 
coloured the volcano. I have drawn 
a compass and marked a path to 
the treasure. I also stuck on some 
stones that I found. My mum 
made palm trees, a ship, 3 boats, a 
volcano (made out of toilet paper 
and glue, mixed with water), and 
a treasure chest. It took a long 
ti me for the volcano to dry. My 
mum helped me to build the huts 
by placing the matches but fi rst I 

had to cut off  the match’s heads. 
My mum also made a campfi re, 
this looked very hard. I thought it 
would take 3 days but it only took 
2. We were very careful because 
the glue gun is really hot like hot 
lava. There are fences around the 
village, made out of sti cks that I 
collected from my garden. I like to 
do craft s with my mum.

Oliver Skalecki 

On Friday 24th February, Mr Male 
arranged two friendly games with 
Painters Ash school for the Year 
3/4 and Year 6 football teams.  The 
teams saw two wins scoring 3-1 for 
Year 3/4 and 6-1 for Year 6.
Well done!
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Half Term

Bank Holiday

Bank Holiday

Term 5

Bank Holiday

Bank Holiday

Half Term

Term 6

Staff  Development Day

Monday 3rd-Thursday 13th April 

Friday 14th April

Monday 17th April

Tuesday 18th April-Friday 26th May

Monday 1st May

Monday 29th May

Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June

Monday 5th June-Thursday 20th July

Friday 21st July

S��� C��������
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

I�������� N�����
Aft er half term the school will no 
longer be accepti ng the old £5 
note. Thank you

R����� T���:

A basket contains 5 apples and there are 5 children who each want 1 
apple.

Everyone has an apple, but there is sti ll one apple left  in the basket at 
the end. How is this possible?

CAN YOU FIND THE
THE MISTAKE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

You can fi nd a regularly updated calendar for the current term, 
upcoming events, newslett ers and copies of lett ers sent out on our 
website.

As the calendar is updated we will ‘tweet’ to let you know.  Follow us 
on Twitt er @WhitehillPS.

How does a cow add up?
With a cow-culator !

HA!
       HA!

          
   HA!


