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What an absolutely superb 
year for Whitehill Primary School.  
This year we celebrated our 90th 
Anniversary and it was incredible 
to see so many faces from the 
past come and see our beauti ful 
school and reminisce about its 
long history.

Since joining the school I have 
seen things change dramati cally.  
I think that the most important 
change is what we expect from 
our children.  The nati onal 
curriculum expects more and 
we have set our expectati ons 
accordingly.  In Early Years, Year 
1 and Year 2 we have seen our 
outcomes rise exponenti ally.  
Standards coming out of Key 
Stage 1 are much improved and 
this bodes well for these children 
joining Key Stage 2.  We sti ll have 
some way to go in the upper part 
of the school but we conti nue to 
add resources to support children 
through the new curriculum.

In December we were visited by 
the offi  ce of the Regional Schools 
Commissioner who confi rmed our 
view that the school was much 
improved.  This was then quickly 
followed by Ofsted who judged 
our school to be good and spoke 
in very positi ve terms about 
leadership and the improvement 
that had been made to teaching 
and learning that were making an 
impact.  

The summer term is always a 
busy aff air in primary schools 

and Whitehill proves to be no 
diff erent.  We had a fantasti c 
sports day again, the superb 
summer fete was very well 
att ended, Paul Lorraine’s 
Father’s Day football match 
was a big success and the year 
6 residenti al trip to Kingswood 
was an excellent way for year 6 
to fi nish their ti me at the school.  
Unfortunately I am writi ng this 
before a number of events 
including the year 2 showcase 
and year 6 producti on but I am 
sure they will be a tremendous 
success.

Over the summer it is important 
that the children recharge and 
return refreshed and ready learn. 
That said, I would like them to 
conti nue to read as much as they 
can.  Last year we took out more 
books from Gravesend libraries 
than any other school over the 
summer holidays.  This was an 
awesome achievement and one 
we would like to replicate or 
bett er. Informati on about the 

summer reading challenge will 
be going out by the end of term 
but please support Gravesend 
libraries and take out 6 books and 
help us to retain our place as the 
top reading school in Gravesend.

Sarah Higham has been promoted 
to the positi on of Deputy Head 
teacher.  Her main responsibility 
will be to coordinate the 
curriculum and ensure that 
teaching and learning is of the 
highest quality.  Miss Higham 
comes with an SLE background in 
English and has been an Assistant 
Headteacher at Whitehill.  We 
wish her good luck going forward.

I was delighted to receive a 
commendati on as part of the 
Kent Teacher of the year award 
recognising Heidi Baillieu for 
her outstanding commitment to 
improving reading at Whitehill 
Primary School.  Heidi is 
responsible for Accelerated 
Reader and  her work in this area 
has been rightly recognised.

We are saying goodbye this 
year to 5 members of staff .  Ms 
Trevarrow; Ms Johnson; Ms 
Khan, Ms Brophy and Mrs Laczi 
all leave us at the end of the 
term for ventures new.  I would 
like to thank them all for their 
contributi ons during their ti me 
at the School and as we say 
goodbye, hope that they will take 
some great memories with them.

Mr Moaby, Headteacher
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90th Anniversary Celebrations

On Friday 9th June we celebrated 
our 90th Anniversary by inviting 
ex-pupils and teachers back to 
the school to see how things have 
changed and also stayed the same.  

During the morning our guests 
where welcomed into the Junior 
Hall to see pictures of the School 
through the years.  Current 

children created art displays for 
each decade.  Our guests were 
then taken on tours around the 
school  by current members of 
staff.

In the afternoon the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Gravesham visited 
us to help bury a time capsule 
and plant a commemorative 
tree and were joined by some of 
our children.  For the rest of the 
afternoon, the children in year 
groups also got the chance to see 
the displays in the junior hall and 
have cake to celebrate the end of a 
fantastic day.

Thank you to everyone involved in 
the organisation of the day and for 
sending in all the memorabilia.

To have a look at the pictures taken  
on the day and some that were 
supplied electronically, visit our 

website on the parents section on 
the 90th Celebration page.

Miss Pond

And we were in the 
paper too!
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What we’ve been up to this term

Parent vs Teacher Football Tournament
I think we can all agree that a 
wonderful day was had by all on 
13th June!  We had an excepti onal 
response with over 40 Dads taking 
part and it was a credit to both 
them and the staff  involved that 
the aft ernoon ran seamlessly. 

With much support and cheering 
from our fantasti cally behaved 

children, the Blue Eagles parent 
team took the victory for 2017! 
Get practi sing for next year Dads 
because the Staff  are aft er your 
crown! 

Thank you to everyone for making 
the aft ernoon such a success.

Mr Lorraine.

Health Wee�
From Monday 3rd July - Friday 7th 
July, Whitehill students took part 
in a variety of diff erent acti viti es 
around Health. All year groups 
had their hearts beati ng fast with 
fantasti c keep fi t sessions (pictures 
below). Years 1-5 enjoyed an 
exciti ng and fun taster session 
from the Karate team in the 

infant hall. This was all organised 
to promote the importance of 
being acti ve and eati ng healthy. 
This jam packed week of fun 
acti viti es was concluded by two 
sports days which provided and 
produced some great team work 
within Whitehill Primary School. 
At the end of the week, we were 
very privileged to welcome and 
introduce a 400m Team GB athlete 

(Richard Buck) to the children. 
He really enjoyed his day out in 
Kent and said “I have never seen 
a sporti ng event within a school 
which has been att ended by so 
many happy parents”.  I would like 
to thank every adult who att ended 
the event on Thursday and Friday.

Mr Tickner

A huge thank you to Hannah from 
the PTA and everyone else that 
helped setti  ng up and running a 
fantasti c day.  



4NEWSLETTER July 2017

Year 4 learning about 1066

Mount�itchet
On Monday 22nd May, Year 4 went 
to Mountf itchet Castle to fi nd out 
more about life in 1066. As soon as 
I got on the bus I knew it was going 
to be the best trip. When we got 
there, I was so excited. We found 

out so many things we didn’t know 
before.

In the morning I explored the 
church, the candle maker’s house 
and other buildings, there were 
lots!  In the candle maker’s house 
a man was talking about how they 
made candles.  It smelled strongly 
of fi re.  We explored lots more!  
Then it was ti me to wash our 
hands for lunch.

Aft er lunch, the teachers let us go 
back and take a look at everything. 
Next, we  saw some goats and 
some deer. 

It was so exciti ng when we went to 
Mountf itchet but on the way back 
I felt so ti red I just wanted to go to 
bed. And that’s exactly what I did 
when I arrived home!

Rebecca, 4MH

Norman day
On Tuesday 23rd May 2017 year 
4 had some Norman visitors 
because we were learning about 
1066.  First we made a castle out 
of plasti cine.  Mine was quite 
good but I think I could have done 
bett er.  Also we were distracted by 
the whole school photo.  Anyway 
my table did well in the limited 
ti me.  Aft er playti me Dolphins class 

played a board game. It was about 
fi ve people’s bags and we had to 
guess who each one belonged to. 
I got them all correct.  That was a 
relief.  Aft erwards, well aft er lunch, 
we played a game called Fox and 
Goose. It was fun, fair and really 
exciti ng.  Now straight aft er that 
we went straight onto the fi eld and 
had so much fun because we did a 
story type of play. OK this sounds 
dangerous but it was safe.  The 

visitors were fi ghti ng and yes you 
guessed the man WON, wow!  This 
is even more dangerous, wait for 
it…I yes me and the rest of year 4 
were allowed to hold weapons. I 
held an axe and a spear. We gave 
the visitors the biggest clap ever. 
As the sun set, I sti ll remembered 
our Norman day and will forever.

Jessica, 4CM
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This term saw the launch of 
Whitehill’s new group for parents 
with toddlers and babies Dramati c 
Tots for ages 0-3. The sessions 
have started off  really well and 
the children who have been 
att ending having been having 

fantasti c weekly adventures! This 
term we have visited the jungle, 
funfair and the beach! Dramati c 
Tots runs every Saturday during 
term ti me. Sessions are from 9am; 
Baby Dramati cs:9.00am-9.30am 
Tiny Dramati cs: 10.00am-10.45am 
Tots Dramati cs 11.15am-12.00pm 
and cost £4.50 per session. For 
more informati on email zsesay@
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk or call 
the school offi  ce. 

Mrs Sesay

We saw the return of the 
Whitehill Warriors at the 
annual Dragonboat Challenge.  
All money raised was donated 
to the hosts Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Club. 
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Year 6 residential to Kingswood

On Wednesday 
14th June, year 
6 arrived at 

Kingswood.  One of the members 
of staff gave us a tour of the 
facilities.  There were a range of 
activities for us to complete and 
step out of our comfort zone.  

One of the main focuses of 
the trip was to work as a team 

and be resilient.  Many people 
overcame their fears by rock 
climbing, abseiling aerial runway 
(zip wire) and high equilibrium. 
Rock climbing and abseiling were 
challenging yet fun for many 
participants. The high equilibrium 
was a daring experience, we had 
to climb up a tall narrow tower 
and stand on a wobbling see-saw.  

Also, we had to trust our fellow 
teammates to help us climb up the 
pole.

In the evening, we took part in 
the scrap heap challenge and mini 
Olympics, both activities required 
teamwork.  These activities were a 
calm and relaxing way to end the 
day.

Personally, we thought that 
Kingswood was a great 
opportunity to get to know others 
better.  We would love to go back 
to Kingswood and recreate our 
time that we had there.

Lola, Sophie and Edith, Year 6

Drama Club

On Friday 23rd June, 
Whitehill’s very 
own Drama Club 

put on a production of Robin and 
the Sherwood Hoodies.  A tale 
of a young performance group 
who accidentally sign up to fight 
King John and the evil Sheriff of 
Nottingham.  Undeterred by their 
enemies strength, the group go on 
to defeat the evil of the town and 
Robin Hood finally won his Oswald 
award for outstanding acting.  The 

audience were taken on a ride of 
laughter through this hilarious tale.    
The cast performed brilliantly, with 
excellent timing to get across some 
outstanding jokes during the play 
and the audience were left in tears 
of laughter.  Miss Johnson and I 
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ 
and a big ‘well done’ to the cast 
who took part in the club and took 
the time to practice their lines in 
order to put on a great show.  Well 
done Drama Club!

Mr Forder

Specialist Maths 
Teacher

We have been 
successful 
in obtaining 

a grant from the prestigious 
Goldsmiths’ Company, to fund a 
specialist mathematics teacher 
for four years, as part of a 
collaboration of schools.  

We were invited to Goldsmith’s 
hall to receive a tour of 
Goldsmiths’ Hall and explore 
the unique history of The 
Goldsmiths’ Company.

Miss Pond
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Term Dates 2017-2018

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

Lost Property
In October 2016 we started 
with 10 bags full of lost items.  
However, since putti  ng out the 
unnamed clothes every week, we 
are down to 5 items a week.

If items are named they get  
returned daily.

Lost property is put out on the 
Junior playground every Thursday 
straight aft er school and this will 
conti nue in September.

Thank you to Mrs Whitaker for 
running this service.

Keep up to date with events and lett ers that are sent out by visiti ng 
our website and checking out our twitt er page 

@WhitehillPS

On the last day of term 5, we had a non-
school uniform day in aid of the Stroke 
assosciaton.  As a school we raised £439.63.


