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House Points

Dickens

513

Elizabeth

514

Victoria

522

Gordon

481

I would like to say an incredibly warm 
welcome to all our new children and 
parents in Nursery, Recepti on and 
the rest of the school.  We currently 
have 751 children on roll at Whitehill 
Primary School and our popularity in 
the local area conti nues to grow.  It 
is really important that we are the 
school of choice for our community 
and that can only be achieved 
through parental support and high 
expectati ons for our children.

We again did excepti onally well in 
the Gravesham summer reading 
challenge.  Whitehill children took 
more books out of Gravesham 
libraries than any other school. We 
also got awarded more gold medals 
for children that had read 6 or more 
books over the holiday. We should 
all be very proud of this achievement 
as it directly relates to the improved 
atti  tudes towards reading. 

Keeping on the theme of reading 
we have been awarded Champion 
School status for our work with 
Accelerated Reader and our 
Accelerated Reader Coordinator 
Heidi Bellieu has been nominated for 
the presti gious ‘Project Manager of 
the Year’ award.

The quality of our Governance 
conti nues to go from strength to 
strength and I was parti cularly 
pleased that 5 parents were 
nominated for 2 available Governor 
positi ons.  In the current climate, to 
get 1 nominati on is deemed good 
but I think we are very well blessed 
to have so many parents wanti ng to 
get involved in the strategic running 
of the school.  I have great pleasure 
in announcing that Sam Wiseman 

and Belinda Moon have been 
appointed as Governors and will 
serve a 4-year term.

There are some fantasti c new 
Golden Rules posters around the 
school. They were produced by 
Adaure Augusti ne.  The golden 
rules help teachers and pupils 
explain behaviour and help pupils to 
understand how their behaviour can 
aff ect others.

I am delighted to welcome Ms Hook 
to the school.  She was teaching 
English to the students at the 
Grammar school last year but has 
come over to us to support our 
strongest writers to ensure that we 
conti nue to stretch and challenge 
our children.  Also, Mrs Couchman 
has joined us aft er a 20 year career 
working in alternati ve provision 
with some of North Kent’s most 
vulnerable children.  Whitehill 
has gained an envious record in 
supporti ng our children and this 
appointment further enhances our 
provision.

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the Porchlight appeal 
and harvest festi val collecti on.  I am 
always humbled by the generosity 
of people supporti ng those less 
fortunate. This year I really want 
to support local chariti es where 

money raised at Whitehill can 
make a massive diff erence. If you 
are involved in a local charity or 
have benefi tt ed from a charity 
and want to give something back, 
please speak to Miss Pond (lpond@
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk).

You will see below the points each 
house has received so far this year; 
this will be a regular feature on each 
newslett er.

Att endance and punctuality are 
incredibly important in ensuring 
that the children meet their full 
potenti al and do not miss vital parts 
of their learning.  Please conti nue to 
work with us to make sure that your 
children get the most out of their 
learning journey and ensure they 
make it to school on ti me. The gate 
opens at 8.45am and pupils should 
be in their classrooms and ready to 
learn by 8.55 am. 

Malcolm Moaby
Headteacher

The school was very proud of 
everybody that att empted the 
11 plus test.  13 children were 

deemed selecti ve, this is a 
tremendous achievement.
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Welcome Nursery House Captains

Topic Learning

The Nursery children have settled 
in really well this term. We have 
been getting to know one another 
through our topic of ‘Ourselves’. 
We have really enjoyed making 
lots of new friends and playing 
with the toys in the Nursery. We 
have had lots of fun painting our 
self-portraits and family trees and 
also decorating biscuits to look like 
our faces.

Mrs Taylor

It was wonderful to have so many 
great-quality applications for Key 
Stage 2 House Captains from our 
Year 6 pupils. They all carefully 
considered the personal qualities 
they would bring to the role. 
Following ‘International Day of 
Democracy’ on 15th September, all 
applicants gave a speech outlining 
to Year 5 and 6 pupils in their 
house why they felt they should be 
house captain. 

The votes were cast by their peers, 
and we are proud to announce 

that the following Year 6 pupils 
have been elected House Captains:

Gordon: Keira Blanchard and Harry 
Rose

Elizabeth: Mieke French and 
Nayani Nadarajah

Dickens: Anastasija Gorlaciova and 
Omar El Khouli

Victoria: Ade Bolaji and Skye 
Gibson

Congratulations, House Captains! 
We know you will make excellent 
role models for the rest of the 
school.

Miss Higham

Our topic learning is 
now called ‘World’s 
Big Questions’.  

This means that topics will be 
introduced through questions, 
which the children will learn about 

throughout the term.

Miss McMullan

Year 1 - The Enchanted Woodland

In this science based topic we found out about 
creatures and plants that live in our local 
environment.  We had lots of fun becoming 
designers and creating habitats for woodland 
creatures!

Year 2 - Towers, Tunnels and Turrets

This term we located castles and towers around 
the world and learnt how castles have developed 
over the centuries. We even got to make our very 
own castles. We had lots of fun on our trip to 
Rochester Castle.

Year 3 - Scrumdidlyumptious

This term we looked at where food comes from 
and different food groups.  We made yummy 
smoothies and created recipes. 

Year 4 - Road Trip USA

We studied the sights and sounds of the USA.  
We explored the Big Apple and recommended 
attractions to others.  We made circuits and 
looked at what life was like for the Iroquois Tribe.

Year 5 - Stargazers

We have studied the planets, the race to space 
in the 1960s, as well as key historical & scientific 
figures, such as Neil Armstrong, Galileo and Sir 
Isaac Newton. We created space art in the style 
of Wassily Kandinsky.

Year 6 - Hola Mexico!

In our topic this term we studied the history of 
Ancient Maya and The Day of the Dead.  We 
looked at how Mayan cities were organised, 
comparing the lives of the rich and the poor. 

?

In Science we are learning about 
plants and photosynthesis.  In 
addition to this we will be 
dissecting plants and drawing 
detailed diagrams of these. The 

children will get to observe a range 
of interesting exotic plants such as 
Venus Fly Traps and Cacti.  Pupils 
will take part in investigations such 
as starving plants of oxygen and 

dehydrating them, seeing from 
which parts of the plants nutrients 
are released from later on in the 
term planting a tree to grow in 
school.
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We are now a Renaissance Champion School

Whitehill Primary School have 
been awarded Champion School 
status by Renaissance Learning. 
This is in recognition of the 
positive attitude our children 
now have towards their reading 
and the progress they have made 
over the first full year working 
with Accelerated Reader. They 
also recognised the set up and 
development of the library, 
which has become the heart of 
Accelerated Reader in Whitehill 
Primary School.

A year ago we had a library ‘space’; 
it contained books but they were 
dull and uninteresting to the 
children, so it wasn’t a library at 
all. Today, that same library ‘space’ 
is the heart of the school; it is 
a hive of buzzing activity where 
children and adults alike come 
to read, learn and have fun! That 
‘space’ is now a true library, a 
learning hub and a great place to 
be. Members of staff from other 
schools visit us here at Whitehill. 
We are very lucky to have such 
a well-stocked library and I am 
always really happy to share ideas 
with other schools. 

There has been a marked 
improvement in the children’s 
comprehension and literacy 
skills, both in the classroom and 
as evidenced in the progressive 
improvement in the average 
percentage pass rate within 
Accelerated Reader.  Accelerated 

Reader was credited with being 
the main reason for the impressive 
progress in reading. Reading has 
returned to all aspects of the 
school curriculum; previously 
under-used non-fiction research 
books are now being borrowed 
from the library on a regular basis.    

The positive attitude the children 
have towards their reading really 
stands out. Reading was seen as 
something that had to be done - it 
wasn’t exciting or ‘cool’ to read, 
and therefore, getting children 
to read at all was a struggle, let 

alone read for pleasure. The whole 
school has a culture of reading 
now. It isn’t difficult to find a 
child reading; you will often see a 
child tucked up in a quiet corner 
absorbed in a good book. Children 
would never have attended a 
reading club - now we have AR 
Club every Tuesday, when the 
library becomes full of children 
sharing, discussing and reading 
books. It puts a smile everyone’s 
face! 

Heidi Baillieu.  
Accelerated Reader Administrator. 

What the children say about Accelerated Reader:

‘I like doing the quizzes; you have to read them really carefully to get 
good results, but it shows me how well I read the book.’ Year 6 child

‘I like the progress I am making. I like trying to achieve my targets for 
points and ZPD - it helps me improve.’  Year 5 child

‘The books in the library make me want to read more! I like suspense 
books the best.’ Year 6 child

‘There are lots of books in the library, I love reading now.’  
Year 2 child
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The roads outside of the school 
can become busy at the beginning 
and end of the school day. To 
ensure all are safe, children should 
stay on the paths and have an 
awareness of the traffic around 
them. Make them aware of the 
Green Cross Code when crossing.

The Think! Education website has 
lots of information for parents and 
fun learning activities for children 
of all ages to help them become 
more road safety-aware.

Miss Higham

 At the end of last year we ran a 
competition asking the children 
to design a new Golden Rules 
poster. Every child in the school 
was invited to take part and the 

posters were 
judged by the 
school council, 
who chose 10 
from all the 
entries. The 
top ten were 
then given to 
Mr Moaby, 
who chose the 
winning entry.

The winning 
poster was 

designed by Adaure Augustine and 
the nine runners up were Faith 
Oyekan, Hari Nair, Jessica Amos, 
Mercedes Asamoah-Brown, Lauren 
Watson, Yasmina Rostas, Ella 

McNamara, Awaizah Shahzad and 
Nicola Muszalska.

Well done to the winners and to all 
the other children who took part! 

The winning poster is now on 
display in all classrooms. For 
anyone who is not sure what 
the Golden Rules are:  Be Kind 
and Gentle, Work Hard, Listen to 
Everybody, Look After Everything, 
Be Brave and Honest and Be 
Helpful.

Mrs Mills

Golden Rules Competition 

Road SafetyLanguage Day

1. Find a safe place to cross

2. Stop just before you get to 
the kerb

3. Look all around for traffic 
and listen

4. If traffic is coming, let it 
pass

5. When it is safe, go straight 
across the road - do not 
run

On Tuesday 26th September we 
celebrated the European Day of 
Languages.  We used this day as 
an opportunity to promote our 
new French curriculum as every 
class had a French lesson that 
day.  In the afternoon the children 
sampled French foods which 
included baguettes, croissants 
and chocolate chip brioche rolls!  
Classes enjoyed learning about 
French traditions, artists and 
culture.  The children had lots of 
fun talking about the languages 
they can speak and teaching the 
class some words and phrases.

Miss McMullan
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Times ta�les Roc� Stars

Year 2 Trip to Rochester Castle

Attendance Ted Awards

We are so excited to announce 
that we have purchased Times 
Tables Rock Stars!  

Times Tables Rock Stars is a 
carefully sequenced programme 
of daily ti mes tables practi ce. 
Children learn to rock music, 

aiming to 
improve their 
recall speed 
each ti me.  The 
programme has 
successfully 
boosted 
children’s 
knowledge of 
ti mes tables in 

over 4500 schools, including many 
local schools. 

Times tables are at the heart 
of mathemati cs. Children who 
master them have a bett er 
chance of becoming successful 

mathemati cians.  The children will 
learn their tables in school and be 
able to download the Times Tables 
Rock Stars app for free to practi se 
their skills at home.  They can play 
on their own or against friends 
in a batt le to get onto the leader 
board. 

Look out for more informati on 
over the next few weeks.  In the 
meanti me, keep learning those 
tables!

Mrs Durkin
Maths Leader

On Tuesday 26th September I went 
to Rochester Castle!  What a great 
day it was!  I felt so excited!

First I went on a big, red coach and 
when we were in it we fastened 
our seatbelts and off  we went.  

Next we got off  the coach and 
walked to the museum where we 

met a very nice man called Jeremy; 
he gave us a talk and he showed us 
a sword, shield and a helmet.

Then we were all very hungry 
so we ate our lunch in the castle 
grounds.  

Aft er that we went into the castle!  
It was very cool and scary in there.

Finally we came 
back to our lovely 
school. What a 
cheerful day it 
was!  I also had 
lots of fun.

Kai Greenland
2BM

Week commencing Winning House Winning Class
Years 1 & 2
4th September Victoria 2BC - 96%
11th September Gordon 1SP - 99.3%
18th September Gordon 1KP - 96.7%
25th September Victoria 2BC - 95.7%
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
4th September Elizabeth 5AD - 100%
11th September Elizabeth 5AD -99%
18th September Elizabeth 3MH - 99%
25th September Dickens 3MH - 99%
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Term Dates

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

Congratulations
to the Year 5/6 girls football team 
who have made it to the 7 a side 
quarter fi nals.  What a team!

Mr Male

Keep up to date with events and lett ers that are sent out by visiti ng 
our website and checking out our twitt er page.

Follow us @WhitehillPS

Lost 
Property
Lost property is put 
out on the Junior 
playground every Thursday straight 
aft er school.

Riddles
I am full of holes, I can hold 
water.  What am I?

What gets wet when drying?

What are two things people never 
eat before breakfast?

  
What has two hands and a face, 
but no arms and legs?

What has 4 legs and only 1 foot?

What has many keys but can’t 
open any doors?

Wheelchair Rug�y
Over the last few weeks Year 6 
have been trying out wheelchair 
rugby.  We have had a coach come 
into school and give the pupils an 
insight into the Paralympic sport 
to promote equal opportuniti es in 
the sporti ng environment. It has 
been a great opportunity for the 
children to take part in a sport that 
isn’t widely available. The students 
are thoroughly enjoying taking 
part and are looking forward to the 
weeks to come. 

Mr Gurr


