
WHITEHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER December2017

House Points

Dickens

2324

Gordon

2000

thank you to Hannah from the PTA, 
whose determination has brought 
the PTA back to the school.  She has 
been instrumental in organising the 
Summer and Christmas Fairs, as well 
as the discos.  We wish Hannah the 
best of luck in her new venture and 
hope the move goes well.

I wish you all a very merry Christmas 
and a very happy new year. 

Mr Moaby 
Headteacher

course be embarrassed by all of the 
fuss, but reading would not be the 
same in the school without her!

I will be sad to see 2 of our teachers 
leaving us at Christmas.  Mrs Durkin 
will be joining Bronte School in 
January.  She will be remembered for 
her excellent teaching over the best 
part of 20 years and more recently 
her leadership of Mathematics. 
Although I fully support her decision 
to venture into pastures new, I know 
that she will be missed. Mr Ames 
also leaves us to travel the world, 
something I am a little jealous about, 
but seeing the places that he has 
taught about over the years is a very 
exciting prospect – please send us a 
post card Mr Ames!  Mrs Durkin will 
be replaced by Mr Thomas and Mr 
Ames by Ms Allchorn; both teachers 
are experienced and have taught 
locally.

Mrs French had her baby girl a few 
days early and is currently enjoying 
maternity leave. She has been 
replaced (although Mrs French is 
surely irreplaceable!!) in the short 
term by Ms Pataria, who comes with 
great experience and enthusiasm for 
the role. Mrs Merritt also leaves us 
for maternity leave at the end of this 
term and she will be replaced by Mrs 
O’Connor, who will be a welcomed 
addition to the team.

Mrs Gillies will also be joining us and 
will replace Ms Lacey in year 1. Ms 
Lacey will not be leaving us but will 
take up a PPA cover role to support 
all classes in her key stage.

I would like to end by saying a big 
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Merry Christmas!

This has been another fantastic term 
and at the time of writing we are 
nearly half way through our exciting 
Christmas programme. 

There were two stunning highlights 
for me over this term in the form 
of the performance of Macbeth at 
Woodville Halls and the choir singing 
in the town centre for the Demelza 
Carolathalon. All of the children did 
Whitehill proud and the feedback 
from members of the public has 
been awesome. Both of these 
activities appear later on in this 
newsletter, but I would like to say 
how proud I am to be Headteacher 
of Whitehill Primary School.

At the end of last term (but too 
late for the last newsletter) Mrs 
Baillieu was awarded the prestigious 
Accelerated Reader Project 
Manager of the Year prize. This 
was a nationally recognised  award 
for her achievements at Whitehill 
against 1000s of schools around the 
country. Not only did she set up the 
Accelerated Reader system but has 
been instrumental in motivating 
children to read, supporting teachers 
to makes sure that all children are 
making progress. Outside the Key 
Stage 2 library, Mrs Baillieu creates 
a termly display to show how the 
children are making progress, and 
this term we have seen a snowman 
fill up with snowballs representing 
full marks in comprehension quizzes 
– this is just one example of how she 
has used creative images to motivate 
children to read. Mrs Baillieu will of 
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This term Drama Club had the 
fantastic opportunity to perform 
at Woodville Halls in front of a 
crowd of nearly 400 people. They 
were performing Macbeth by 

William Shakespeare and took the 
crowd on a ride of murder, treason 
and witchcraft. They performed 
brilliantly, leaving the crowd 
speechless and wanting more. 

In fact, the performance was so 
powerful that the school have 
been inundated with compliments 
from parents and from other 
schools on their performance. 
After practising for around 24 
hours of their own time spread 
throughout the first term, they 
achieved something that they 
should be proud of. I would like 
to commend their efforts and 
we at Whitehill Primary School 
sincerely hope they will continue 
their passion for drama in the 
future. Well done Drama Club for a 
fantastic performance!

Mr Forder

Drama club in Macbeth

Demelza Christmas Carolathon

Our school choir were thrilled to 
be asked to take part in Demelza’s 
Christmas Carolathon this year in 
Gravesend Town Centre.  Our choir, 
and adults too,  were extremely 
excited to be asked to sing at 
this event and all 34 members of 
our school choir, which includes 
pupils from Year 2 up to Year 6, 
took part.  Our choir’s singing 

attracted quite a crowd and we 
would like to thank all of you who 
came along to support our pupils, 
not only to listen, but to join in 
too! I know that you are as proud 
of our pupils as we are.  This was 
their first ever event together and 
they really did enjoy it. Not only 
make us proud, but got us all into 
the Christmas spirit.  One of the 

fundraisers for Demelza contacted 
me soon afterwards to share their 
appreciation and will soon share 
with us how much we helped to 
raise for Demelza, the children’s 
hospice.

A few words back from one of the 
organisers of the event:

‘Your Christmas cheer and 
enthusiasm definitely helped in 
filling up our collection buckets 
and it was very clear that everyone 
was enjoying your performance.‘ 
Emily Ingram, Demelza Fundraiser. 

Mrs Jones



3NEWSLETTER December 2017

Over the last two terms we have 
had several charity events and as a 
school we raise over £2,000.

Porchlight is a local charity based 
in Kent that helps vulnerable 
and homeless people in our 
community to live healthy and 
happy lives.  We have supported 
them with Pennies for Porchlight 
over the last two years for Harvest.  
This year we raised:

£613.99

Another charity that we have been 
supporting over the last couple of 
year is Jeans For Genes.  They run 
an annual fundraising campaign 
for Genetic Disorders UK.  It is 
estimated that one in 25 children 
is affected by a genetic disorder 
and therefore 30,000 babies and 
children are newly diagnosed in 
the UK each year.  This year we 
raised:

£474.25
Miss Pond

On Friday 17th November, 
Whitehill Primary School students 
brought in £1 to wear non-school 
uniform, which was being donated 
towards Children in Need. On the 
day, an extra incentive was put 
into place by Mr Tickner and Mrs 
Baillieu. For every 100% scored in 
a child’s AR quiz, a variety of adults 
donated 10p towards the charity. 
On the day, we raised £518.08 
and the teaching staff donated an 
extra £131.00 through Accelerated 
Reader incentive.  A huge thank 
you to everyone that donated 
towards this special charity.

Mr Tickner

In May 2018, a group of staff 
known as the Whitehill Walkers 
will be taking part in the 
Moonwalk 2018 for breast cancer 
causes.  At the Christmas fair the 
Whitehill Walkers ran a stall with 
the chance to win either an adult 
or child hamper.  All money taken 
will go towards the Moonwalk 
2018.  If you would like to donate 
to this worthwhile charity you 
can find their fundraising page at:  
https://moonwalklondon2018.
everydayhero.com/uk/whitehill-
walkers

On Friday 8th December we had 
another amazing Christmas Fair 
with an incredible turnout.  Thank 
you so much to everyone who 
helped out; this year we had the 
most volunteers, both parents and 
staff, of any event.

PTA Raffle winning tickets are:

121, 21, 271, 106, 314, 167, 239, 
270, 204, 14, 32, 16, 244, 51, 163, 
137, 295, 126, 253, 246, 211, 11, 
175. 

If you have a winning ticket, please 
go to the main office .

Winners of the Whitehill Walkers 
Raffle are:

Nathan Childs for the children’s 
hamper and Valerie Bax (ex-pupil’s 
nan with a long association with 
the school) for the adult’s hamper.

Thank you again to everyone that 
came along and helped to make it 
just a fantastic event.

Miss Pond

Charity and Fundraising
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Times Table Rock Stars

Times Table Rock Stars has been 
a big hit with the children.  Those 
children who are playing the game 
regularly at home are improving 
their knowledge and speed of 
times tables.

The leader board:

1st:  Mrs Elliott
2nd:  Omar (6BW)

3rd: Mrs Durkin
4th: Chuks (5CM)
5th:  Noor (4MK)

Well done to Mrs Elliott, Omar, 
Chuks and Noor.  They are 
answering each question in 
under two seconds!  So, who 
is going to compete with Mrs 
Elliott for 1st place?

Nikola in 3MH mastered her 
times tables in three weeks so 
she is proof that daily practice 
makes perfect!  

Mrs Durkin

Attendance 

Week commencing Winning Class
Years 1 & 2
29th September 2BC 95.7%
6th October 1AS 100%
10th November 2BC 99%
17th November 1SP 98.7%
24th November 1SP 98.3%
1st December 2BC 95.7
8th December 1AS 95.3
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
29th September 3MH 99%
6th October 4CM 99%
10th November 5AD 98%
17th November 3MH 98.7%
24th November 6CF 99%
1st December 5AD 100%

School Lunch
Back in March 2016 Mrs Patterson 
wrote the following article about 
school lunch we would like to take 
this opporuntity to remind you.  

School lunch is an integral part of 
the school day in any school and 
many children look forward to 
lunchtime. The importance of a 
nutritionally well balanced school 
lunch is vital to ensure that the 
pupils are ready for learning in the 
afternoon and sees them through 
until they get home. It is also an 
important social time and the mid-
day supervisors and staff who join 
the children for lunch, encourage 
good social behaviour at the table 
and teach them how to tidy up 
after themselves.

Wendy Hollins, our cook, and 
her team are responsible for 
developing a varied menu which 
has the essential components of a 
nutritionally balanced meal. 

All school meals include protein 
for growth, (meat, vegetarian 
protein such as Quorn and 
cheese), carbohydrates for energy, 
(potatoes, pasta, rice), vitamins 
and minerals for a healthy immune 
system and organ function, (fruit 
and vegetables) and a source of 
dietary fibre (fruit and vegetables 
and salad). All our kitchen 
team meet the requirements of 
health and safety and all of the 
ingredients bought into the kitchen 
are checked for suitability in 
relation to allergens.

Obviously, not all children have 
school lunch and many bring 
a packed lunch. The school 
encourages a healthy approach to 
packed lunches and would urge 
parents and carers to ensure that 
their child’s packed lunch does not 
contain too much sugar and salt. It 
is also important to recognise that 
some children have allergies to 

certain foods which can cause very 
serious health problems and could 
be potentially life threatening. We 
have several children in school 
who are allergic to nuts and we 
would like to become as much of a 
“nut free school” as possible. The 
ingredients which come into the 
kitchen are thoroughly checked to 
ensure that no traces of nuts are 
present in the school kitchen. The 
school would like to encourage 
parents and carers to avoid using 
products containing nuts in their 
child’s packed lunch including 
peanut butter and chocolate 
spread. For more information on 
nut allergies and other common 
allergies, please look on the Allergy 
UK website. 

Mrs Patterson, Head of Inclusion 
and Welfare



5NEWSLETTER December 2017

Festive Jokes

Which of Santa’s 
reindeer has bad 
manners?

RUDE-olph

How does Rudolph 
know when Christmas is 
coming?

He looks at his calen-
DEER!

What is the first thing 
elves learn at school?

The elf – abet!

Festive Fun

Festive Fun

Christmas Word Scramble

Can you work out the mixed up Christmas 
words:

lelbs

isentipiota

cleand

gigabrndeer

tewhar

scralo

edinerer

gostinck

gngego

gliseh

leves

tenessrp

dranlag

sottlemie

fitg

yalohid

legan

leno

stranemon

credembe

womanns

dancy enca

sliten

eylu

Can you 
get to bed 
before Santa 
arrives?
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Late charges
Please remember that if children 
are collected after 15:40 and have 
been sent to the after school club  
there is a £2.00 late fee to pay 
upto 16:00  After which usual after 
school club fees will apply. 

Cold Weather 
Warmer Clothes
Please remember to keep an eye 
on the local weather forecast and 
send your children to school in 
appropriate clothing. 

It is very rare that we have to shut 
the school because of inclement 
weather; however, in the event 
of very heavy snowfall that 
contributes to dangerous surfaces 
and the inability of staff and 
children to travel safely to school, 
we may take a decision to close the 
school.

In this case, the closure will be put 
on the home page of the school 
website http://whitehillprimary.
kent.sch.uk/ .  It will also appear 
on the KCC closures website http://
www.kentclosures.co.uk/ and the 
BBC Radio Kent website https://
www.bbc.co.uk/radiokent. 

Term Dates from Term 3 2018

Coming up in Term 3

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

Keep up to date with events and letters that are sent out by visiting 
our website and checking out our Twitter page. 

Follow us @WhitehillPS

Coming up next term; years 1 
to 5 will be having their open 
classrooms.  Along with this 
newsletter you will receive the 
calendar for term 3.  Letters with 
more details on each item will be 
sent home early next term.

Other things happening in term 
3 are the nursery and reception 
parent workshops, you will receive 
more information on these 
workshops in your weekly learning 
letters.  Our year 4 will be going 
on their annual residential trip to 
Rippledown and KS2 will have their 
Valentine Disco.

We will also be making a decision 
on which charities to support this 
year, starting with an event in term 
3, again we will send you out a 
letter next term.

As you will know Hannah, the 
chair person of the PTA, is leaving 
us early in January.

We will be holding an EGM to 
nominate and elect a new chair 
person.  If you are interested in 
putting yourself forward for this 
position please let me know.  
Details of when the EGM will take 
place will be advertised on the 
website and on the notice boards 

around school.  If you would like to 
be involved please email me and I 
will keep you up-to-date. (lpond@
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk) 

Miss Pond

Merry Christmas 
from everyone at 
Whitehill 
Primary School


