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House Points

Dickens

1857

Gordon

1594

Victoria

1869

Elizabeth

1865

Although it is only some 5 weeks 
since Christmas it seems a fleeting 
memory. At the last newsletter 
we were not able to report on the 
Christmas Fair as it had to go to 
print. Again the turnout for this 
event was incredible and we have 
almost become a victim of our 
own success with the hall being 
full to capacity. I would like to 
thank Hannah and the PTA for the 
work putting this event together. 
Hannah has relinquished her role 
as PTA chair and I am delighted 
to announce that Natalie Hurley  
has been elected to chair, 
Lisa Chibnall to vice chair, Sue 
Blanchard to secretary, Leanne 
Porter to vice secretary and 
Angela Hallam to treasurer.  I 
hope that the PTA can continue 
to provide excellent service to the 
school.

I hope that parents enjoyed the 
open classrooms and could see 
for themselves the increased 
expectations that our teachers 
have for your children. As you 
know reading was very much 
the priority for the school when 
I arrived and this is beginning to 
have an impact on the quality 
of children’s writing. Children 
are writing more, using more 
sophisticated vocabulary, and 
have improved their grammar. 

Equally, Times Tables Rocks has 
given us a great platform for 
improving multiplication which 
we know will have an impact 
on the children’s wider Maths 
skills. The more you can help 
your children with the basic skills 
the better they will be able to 
perform at school and improve 
the amount of progress they 
make. This is a big term for year 
2 and 6 as they prepare for their 
SATs test. These tests are national 
indicators and enable us to 
compare ourselves against other 
schools.

Year 3 had an excellent birds 
of prey experience. They were 
able to hold birds as well as see 
them feed and swoop overhead. 
Year 4 will be looking forward 
to their first residential visit to 
Rippledown on the South Kent 
coast. The centre is a multi-
activity centre that combines 
outdoor pursuits with ecology 
and conservation.  We will report 
in the next newsletter but I 
am sure they will have a great 
experience. 

Did you know that 3 teachers at 
Gravesend Grammar School went 
to Whitehill Primary School as 
children? Mr Burton (Head of PE), 
Mrs Moaby (Head of Psychology) 
and Mr Rees (MFL) all attended 
the school before going on to 
take degrees at some of the most 
prestigious Universities in the 
country. I hope that all of the 
children at Whitehill aspire to be 
the best they can be and we can 
read about their success in the 
future.

Mr Moaby 
Headteacher

Congratulations to Mrs 
Merritt who gave birth to a 
beautiful girl. I know her class 
will be thrilled for her and I 
can report that everything 
has been going well.
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Birds of Prey Visit
On Monday 30th January, year 
3 were very lucky to have a 
visit from Joe and his birds of 
prey. We saw a selection of 
birds, including the world’s 
fastest animal – the peregrine 
falcon. Joe spoke about how 
the birds hunt, their diets and 
the habitats that they live in. 
The birds flew around and we 
were even lucky enough to 
hold some of them! One of the 
most exciting parts of the day 
involved the owls flying very low 
and very fast over our heads 
whilst we laid down so that 
we could see and hear it as it 
flew. We had a great day and 
learnt lots about these fantastic 
predators.

Mr Page

Topic Learning

World’s Big Questions

Year 1 - Dinosaur Planet  

Our topic this term is ‘Dinosaur 
Planet’.  This is a history/science 
based topic studying dinosaurs.  
We found out what a dinosaur 
is, about the different types of 
dinosaurs and why there are no 
dinosaurs around today.

Year 2 - Street Detectives 

In this history based topic 
we were learning about our 
local community.  We looked 
at houses old and new and 
found out how our streets have 
changed since our mums and 
dads were young.

Year 3 - Predators

Our topic this term was 
‘Predators’.  This is a science 
based topic studying animals 
and food chains.  We found out 
about the diets of carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores and 
looked at the difference between 
producers, consumers and 
decomposers.  

Year 4 - Burps, Bottoms and Bile

This is a science based topic 
which involved learning about 
our teeth and digestive system.  
We enjoyed finding out how to 
brush our teeth and how food 
travels through our bodies.

Year 5 - Pharaohs

In this history based topic we 
travelled back 5000 years to the 
dusty realms of ancient Egypt. 
We explored the Nile, entering 
a world of mysteries and curses, 
mummies and kings.  We found 
out about life on the river’s 
fertile banks, discovering Egypt 
and its fascinating culture.

Year 6 - Frozen Kingdom

In this Geography based topic we 
were learning about the planet’s 
coldest lands... vast wilds, 
hostile territories, incredibly 
beautiful yet often deadly.  We 
researched the Titanic disaster 
and produced reports on this. 

Our topic learning is called ‘World’s Big 
Questions’.  

This means that topics will be introduced 
through questions, which the children will 
learn about through out the term.

Miss McMullan

?
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Friendship 
Children in Years 5 & 6 were given 
the opportunity to take part in a 
competition to create an acrostic 
poem around the subject of 
‘Friendship’.  The task was set 
to encourage our older pupils 
to spend some time thinking 
about the language and feelings 
associated with true friendship, 
the qualities of a good friend, and 
the impact our actions have on 
others.

A huge ‘thank you’ to all those 
who took the time and effort to 
enter.  Thanks also must go to Miss 

Higham who had the unenviable 
task of judging the fabulous 
entries from our budding poets!  
Congratulations and very well 
done to our 3 worthy winners, 
who are:-

1st Prize Victoria, 5AD
2nd Prize Ishtar, 6WF
3rd Prize Rayan, 6BW.

A selection of the poems can be 
found on display in the corridor 
outside the student support room 
and we hope that people will enjoy 
reading them as much as we did.

Mrs Couchman

Competitions

Road Safety
The children took part in a Road 
Safety Poster competition with 

the initiative of raising awareness 
of safety on the roadside. There 
were a lot of fantastic designs and 
a lot of great winners. Snowy Owls 
won a class prize as this Reception 
class created a magnificent poster 
with a variety of different safety 
messages. 13 more children from 
Year 2 - 6 won a prize for having a 
fine understanding of road safety 
and showing it by the form of the 
poster. These excellent posters will 
be on display on the fences of both 
entrances in the near future. Thank 

you to everybody that took part in 
the competition.

Mr Tickner

Week ending Winning House Winning Class
Years 1 & 2
5th January Gordon - 97.8% Falcons - 95.7%
12th January Elizabeth - 94.2% Robins - 97.3%
19th January Victoria - 97.6% Robins - 97.7%
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
5th January Gordon - 94% Killer Whales - 98.3%
12th January Dickens - 97.4% Leopards - 99%
19th January Gordon - 97.2% Mandarin Fish - 98%

Attendance
Congratulations to our winning 
houses and classes for fantasitc 
attendance in the first three 
weeks in Term 3.

Miss Pond
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The PTA welcomes all parents 
and friends of the school who 
wish to support us raise money 
for the school.

Each month we will hold informal 
meetings, that everyone is free 
to attend. Moving forward, we 
really do need your support this 
year. Even if you contribute just 
a small amount, this would be 
much appreciated. We are looking 
forward to a fresh start this 2018, 
with lots of fun events which will 
raise money for our school.

February’s meeting date TBC.

Please join our facebook PTA 
group ‘Friends of Whitehill PTA’  
for more information, or email 
Natalie Hurley on  
hurleyj02@live.co.uk

Years 1 & 2
Thursday 22 march

4.30-6pm

The following were elected:
Chair: Natalie Hurley
Vice Chair: Lisa Chibnall
Secretary: Sue Blanchard
Vice Secretary: Leanne Porter
Treasurer:  Angela Hallam 
Graphics / Media:  Zoë Baker

On the 3oth January 
2018, an extraordinary 
meeting was called to 
nominate a new PTA 
committee.

LETTERS WILL BE SENT OUT FOR YOU TO PRE-PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS.

Thursday 29th March
Infant  playground under  

the yellow gazebo.

More information to follow.
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Valentine’s fun

Pink   Red  

Kiss   Chocolate

Flowers  Candy

Card  Heart

Cupid  Valentine

J: What did the girl squirrel 
say to the boy squirrel on 

Valentine’s Day?

A: I’m nuts about you! 

J: What do you call two birds 
in love?

A: Tweethearts!

J: What did the rabbit say to 
his girlfriend on Valentine’s 

Day?

A: Somebunny loves you!

Can you find 10 differences?Can cupid get to his heart?

What are the answers?
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Term Dates 2017-2018 Terms 4-6

2017-2018 Start End

Term 4 Monday 19th February 2018 Thursday 29th March 2018

Holiday (11 days inc 2 bank holidays) Friday 30th March 2018 Friday 13th April 2018

Term 5 (bank holiday 7th May 2018) Monday 16th April 2018 Friday 25th May 2018

Holiday (5 days inc 1 bank holiday) Monday 28th May 2018 Friday 1st June 2018

Term 6 Monday 4th June 2018 Tuesday 24th July 2018

Term Dates 2018-2019

2018-2019 Start End

Staff Development (staff only) Monday 3rd September 2018 School not open for children

Term 1 Tuesday 4th September 2018 Friday 19th October 2018

Holiday (10 days) Monday 22nd October 2018 Friday 2nd November 2018

Term 2 Monday 5th November 2018 Thursday 20th December 2018

Holiday (10 days inc 3 bank holidays) Friday 21st December 2018 Friday 4th January 2019

Term 3 Monday 7th January 2019 Friday 15th February 2019

Holiday (5 days) Monday 18th February 2019 Friday 22nd February 2019

Term 4 Monday 25th February 2019 Friday 5th April 2019

Holiday (11 days inc 2 bank holidays) Monday 8th April 2019 Monday 22nd April 2019

Term 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 Friday 24th May 2019

Holiday (5 days inc 1 bank holiday) Monday 27th May 2019 Friday 31st May 2019

Term 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 Thursday 25th July 2019 13:45 finish

Unfortunately there will be no 
Paul Lorraine Sports Academy 
for February as Paul is currently 
studying to qualify as a Teacher 
and has a lot of work on. However, 
he will be back for Easter Half Term 
and is looking forward to seeing 
you all then.

https://www.facebook.com/
paullorrainesportsacademy/

Notices
School Closures Due to Weather 
In this instance, the closure 
will be put on the home page 
of the school website http://
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk/.  
It will also appear on the KCC 
closures website http://www.
kentclosures.co.uk/ and the BBC 
Radio Kent website https://www.
bbc.co.uk/radiokent. 

Lost Property 
Lost property is put out on the 
junior playground every Thursday 
straight after school.Term Dates

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk


