
I remember the snow of 1977 
whilst living in Lancashire, and 
the snow of 1982 in South 

Wales (the green grass of home). 
On both occasions my schools 
were closed for a whole week.  I 
am sure that the snow of 2018 
will be remembered in the same 
way and the children of Whitehill 
will tell amazing stories of what 
they got up to when their school 
closed for 3 days because of the 
snow.  Taking the decision to 
close the school was an incredibly 
difficult one and one that I took 
each evening reluctantly.  Having 
to close late in the afternoon on 
the Tuesday was by far the most 
difficult, but I thought staff and 
parents worked exceptionally 
well together to ensure that all 
children were transited safely.  
I would like to say thank you 
to Tony (nominated for Kent 
Caretaker of the Year) and Dave, 
our site staff, who every morning 
throughout the time we were 
closed cleared and salted the 
pathways around 
the school only for 
them to be covered 
by more snowfall or 
drifts caused by the 
wind.  It was a truly 
exceptional period 
of weather for us 
and everyone’s 
patience was most 
appreciated. 

Due to the snow 
World Book Day had 
to be pushed back 
a week.  This did 

not dampen spirits and we had 
children in amazing costumes to 
celebrate it.  The day is not just 
about dressing up, and Mr Forder 
and Miss Handley organised a 
number of activities around the 
school to support the children’s 
reading.  Linked to World Book 
Day was the book fair.  Parents 
and carers bought over £1000 
worth of books and delivered us 
a whopping £600 commission for 
books for the library.

The school continues to place 
reading at the heart of everything 
we do.  We encourage all children 
to read at least 25 minutes 
every day and those on the 
Accelerated Reader programme 
to ‘quiz’ often.  Last week we 
had our most successful week 
for Accelerated Reader and had 
more quizzes taken and higher 
scores across the school than 
ever before.

We had our first residential trip 

of the year to Rippledown on the 
South Kent coast.  Fifty one year 
4 children, alongside a number of 
staff spent 2 nights in bunkhouse 
accommodation and took part 
in a range of activities from 
sea ecology to shelter building.  
These are memories that I am 
sure will stay with the children for 
a long time.

I was enormously proud of 4 of 
our staff being nominated for 
the Kent Teacher of the Year and 
Teaching Assistant of the Year 
awards.  Mr Wadsworth, Ms 
Campbell, Ms Walsh and Mrs 
Peckham were all nominated for 
these prestigious awards.  What 
makes these nominations most 
pleasing is that they came from 
parents of children who had been 
taught by them. 

All Year 6 children will now 
know the secondary school 
that they have been allocated 
for September 2018.  This is an 

exciting time for year 
6 as they start the 
transition process from 
primary to secondary 
school. 

We can now look 
forward to the summer 
term.  I hope the 
weather is kind to us 
and that we can enjoy 
more time and the 
benefits of outdoor 
learning.

Mr Moaby 
Headteacher
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Year 1 - Superheroes

Our topic this term was 
‘Superheroes’.  This is a PSHE-
based topic studying heroes.  
During this time we have been 
learning about what qualities 
a superhero has and how they 
rescue villains.  We looked at real 
life heroes and thought about 
how we can make ourselves be 
heroes in our lives.  

Year 2- Wriggle and Crawl 

Our topic this term was ‘Wriggle 
and Crawl’.  We had great fun 
finding out where mini-beasts 
live and about the similarities 
and differences between them.  

Year 3 - Tribal Tales

Our topic this term was ‘Tribal 
Tales’. This involved learning 
about the Stone Age, Bronze 
Age and the Iron Age! We 
discovered what pre-history 
meant, what life was like through 
the ages and we discovered what 
archaeologists do.

Year 4 - I am Warrior!

Our topic this term was ‘I am 
Warrior!’  This was a history- 
based topic which involved 
learning about the Roman 
invasion in Britain. We learnt 
about what life was like for a 
Roman and a Celt; about the 
battles that took place; the life of 
a gladiator and about what the 
Romans gave us today.

Year 5 - Beast Creator 

Our topic this term was ‘Beast 
Creator’.  In this topic we found 
out about how mini-beasts 
move, what they eat and where 
they live. We’ll also learn how to 
categorise mini-beasts.

During this topic we discovered 
the types of mini-beasts in the 
world, where they live, the 
characteristics of deadly bugs 
and the anatomy of mini-beasts.

Year 6 - Darwin’s Delights

Ship ahoy! This term we set off 
on an exciting expedition with 
Charles Darwin and his crew 
on HMS Beagle. We have been 
learning about the magical 
Galápagos Islands to see the 
amazing species that helped 
Darwin develop his theory of 
evolution by natural selection.

World’s Big Questions
Miss McMullan

Week beginning Winning House Winning Class
Years 1 & 2
29th January Elizabeth Robins 97%
5th February Gordon Falcons 98.2%
19th February Dickens Falcons 100%
26th February Dickens Starlings 95%
5th March Victoria Starlings 98%
12th March Gordon Robins 98%
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
29th January  Victoria Leopards 98%
5th February  Elizabeth Dolphins 98%
19th February Victoria Dolphins 98%
26th February  Victoria Clownfish 97.8%
5th March  Gordon Leopards 98%
12th March Gordon Dolphins 97.3%

Attendance
Congratulations to our winning 
houses and classes for fantastic 
attendance in the last 6 weeks .

Miss Pond
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We welcomed back 
Travelling Books at 
the beginning of 

the month for our Book Fair.  

The members of staff that ran the 
book fair were delighted with the 
busiest book fair so far.  

Over £1000 was raised, which 
means the school will receive £600 
worth of books for the children.  
This is the most the school has 
raised in 3 years.

Thank you for your support.

Mrs Whittaker

Books, Books, Books!

As you know, on Thursday 
8th March 2018 we 
celebrated another 

fantastic World Book Day.  The 
children spent the day reading 
some amazing stories and sharing 
their love of different books.

In Key Stage 1 the children had a  
great time dressing up; there were 
some really imaginative costumes.  

It was a fun, hands-on day with 
lots of activities that were based 
around each year group’s chosen 
book.  During the afternoon, the 
children had the opportunity 
to hear and read lots of stories 
through the carousel reading 
challenges.

In Key Stage 2, over 100 
Accelerated Reader quizzes 
were taken in one day - a new 
record!  There were more fantastic 
costumes; the children looked 
amazing!  Each teacher picked a 
winner from their class.  There 
could only be one overall winner, 

however, and that winner was 
Clara Hopkins in 5EA for her 
amazing Boudicca costume.  Well 
done Clara!

Thank 
you for 
supporting 
your 
children 
and the 
effort you 
put into the 
costumes 
this year.

Mr Forder and Miss Handley

Thank you to everyone that 
bought the bookmarks that were 
lovingly made by Kelsie, Nayani, 
Paige and Holly in year 6.  With 

the money raised they presented 
Mrs Baillieu in the library with 

some fantastic new books.
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Year 4 Trip to Rippledown
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Term Dates
Term 5 (bank holiday 7th May 2018) Monday 16th April 2018 Friday 25th May 2018

Holiday (5 days inc 1 bank holiday) Monday 28th May 2018 Friday 1st June 2018

Term 6 Monday 4th June 2018 Tuesday 24th July 2018

Notices
Donations 
If anyone has any of the 
following items that are no 
longer needed we would be 
grateful to receive: socks, tights, 
knickers and pants.  

Please pass these to your child’s 
class teacher.

Lost Property 
Lost property is put out on 
the junior playground every 
Thursday straight after school.

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

ATHLETE 
OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations to our first Year 
5 and Year 6 winners of the 
(February) “Athlete of the Month 
Award” for their year groups.

Louie (5CM) and Kayin (6BW) 
both received the award 
for showing exemplary 
sportsmanship, teamwork and 
fair play, alongside consistently 
exceptional performance in PE 

and extra-curricular sporting 
activities, setting fantastic 
benchmarks for their Year 5 and 
6 peers.

I look forward to seeing lots 
more of our pupils working 
towards the award in the months 
ahead.

Mr Foreman

School Council 
We are pleased to announce the 
resurrection of a new, motivated 
school council. The school council 
is made up of 13 students of all 
ages. Each class from KS2 had the 
chance to nominate one individual 
as their class representative. We 
have already commenced with our 
first meeting which was a success. 

Mr Tickner

On Friday 
23rd February, 

each class entered the Junior Hall 
with all their pennies, which they 
collected from home or different 
family members. The aim of the 
afternoon was to complete the 
trail on the floor with pennies and 
other coins of differing values.  We 
raised £290.33 and the PTA will be 
matching this figure which totals 
£580.66 - which is amazing!

Mr Tickner


