
We have only two 
newsletters left until we 

welcome your new head teacher 
Mr Lowing.  Already I have 
been working with Mr Lowing 
to ensure a smooth transition 
and ensure that he is familiar 
with how the school operates.  I 
am confident that Mr Lowing’s 
experience as a headteacher will 
bring immediate reward.  

I am really pleased that standards 
continue to improve in all parts 
of the school.  I am confident 
that we have a strong maths, 
reading and writing curriculum 
and this year we have prioritised 
the development of the topic-
based curriculum, where the 
children learn wider subjects 
such as; art, history, geography 
and computing.  Miss McMullan 
has presented the topics as ‘The 
World’s Big Questions’ in the last 
few newsletters.  Please take 
time to read these ‘World’s Big 
Questions’ and, where you can, 
discuss them with your children.

At the time of writing, the year 
6 pupils are taking their SATs 
tests.  These tests are designed 
to help the ‘powers that be’ 
judge school performance.  In 
each of the key areas of reading, 
writing and mathematics there 
is a level that children across the 
country are expected to achieve.  
The pupils and teachers have 
worked extremely hard and we 
are hopeful of an improved set 
of results from last year.  These 
results should be available to 

us at the beginning of July.  This 
term will also see KS1 children 
take standardised tests in reading 
and mathematics.

Also I hope that the year 6 are 
excited about the prospect of 
their next phase in education 
and that they have been able 
to get into their first choice 
schools.  During next term all the 
secondary schools in Gravesham 
will have a programme of 
transitional events to help the 
children to settle as quickly as 
they can in September.  We do 
not always receive the transition 
dates from the individual 
secondary schools and it is really 
important that you read the 
information in their induction 
packs carefully.

We were very lucky to have a 
visit from Danielle Waterman, 
who is a professional rugby 
player with Wasps and England.  
Danielle, who is a good friend of 
Mr Foreman from his university 

days, spent time in the school 
coaching the children in tag 
rugby.  This coaching must have 
worked, as the year 6s got to 
the final of the Gravesham Tag 
Rugby tournament, where they 
narrowly lost.

Staff at Whitehill continue to 
give their time freely for worthy 
causes.  On a rainy Saturday 
night, 8 members of staff set off 
at midnight in London to walk 
over 15 miles to raise money 
for breast cancer.  Later in the 
term the Whitehill Warriors 
Dragon Boat racing team will 
help raise money for the Rotary 
club.  You can donate via the 
team’s ‘My Donate’ page https://
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
whitehillprimaryschool18.

Finally, congratulations to the 
newly married Mrs Prest (nee 
Higham).  

Mr Moaby 
Headteacher
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?
World’s Big Questions   
Miss McMullan

Week beginning Winning House Winning Class
Years 1 & 2
19th March Gordon Robins
26th March Victoria Robins
16th April Gordon Hawks
23rd April Victoria Robins
30th April Victoria Robins
7th May Elizabeth Robins
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
19th March Elizabeth Clownfish
26th March Dickens Wolverines
16th April Elizabeth Leopards
23rd April Victoria Killer Whales
30th April Gordon Leopards
7th May Elizabeth Dolphins

Attendance
Congratulations to our winning 
houses and classes for fantastic 
attendance in the last 6 weeks .

Ms Lacey and Mr Wadsworth

Year 1 
Bright Lights Big City

In this Geography/History based 
topic we have been studying the 

sights, sounds and historical events 
of London.  We have enjoyed 

learning about the Queen, how 
we travel in London, the sights of 
London and about the Great Fire 

of London. 

Year 5
Time Traveller

Our topic this term was Time 
Traveller.  We have enjoyed learning 

about the history of Gravesend. 
We focused on Pocahontas and on 
World War 1 in Gravesend.  It was 
interesting to see how Gravesend 

has changed over the years.  

Year 3
God & Mortals

We’ve been looking at famous 
battles such as Marathon & Troy 
as well as the heroes of the time 

- Perseus, Hercules & Odysseus to 
name a few. We enjoyed writing 

recounts, creating our own mythical 
creatures and using art to recreate 

famous scenes and images.

Year 4
1066

We learnt about the claimants to 
the throne, the qualities of a King 

and the Norman invasion.  We 
enjoyed looking at the Bayeux 

Tapestry and practised our sewing 
skills.  We had lots of fun on our trip 

to Mountfitchet Castle.

Year 2
Ship Ahoy!

We have based our English 
around the story ‘The Night Pirates’. 
We loved the idea of running away 

with a group of girl pirates and 
created some fabulous writing 

when we retold the story. We have 
also learnt many different parts of a 

ship and have even created our 
own Jolly Roger flag! 

Year 6
Darwin’s Delights

This term we set off on an exciting 
expedition with Charles Darwin and 
his crew on HMS Beagle. We have 
been learning about the magical 

Galápagos Islands to see the 
amazing species that helped Darwin 

develop his theory of evolution 
by natural selection.
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We have 4 Master Classes in 
Whitehill Primary School! 

Classes can only achieve the 
Master Class Honour Roll by 
providing no less than 25 weeks of 
data showing success in meeting 
the very strict criteria. 

Congratulations to Penguins Year 
6, Arctic Wolves Year 6, Leopards 
Year 5 and Tigerfish Year 3.  All of 
these classes have met the very 
strict criteria and are now Master 
Classes. 

Donations
 
On March 29th we had a book 
sale to raise money for new 
Accelerated reader books.  
Despite the pouring rain, lots of 
you came to the KS2 library and 
gave a donation for the books 
you bought.  Thanks to your 
generosity, we raised a wonderful 
£35.  I was able to purchase four 
complete sets of books with the 
money. 

Many thanks also to Mrs Bridge, 
who very kindly donated an entire 
collection of Harry Potter to our 
library.

Renaissance Master Class
Mrs Baillieu

Prehistoric Day

Year 3 classes loved a 

prehistory day. We listened to 

Boudicca. We were learning 

about the Stone Age, Bronze 

Age and Iron Age. 

The first thing we made were 

models of beakers. We made 

other things such as brooches, 

knot knitting and soap tools.

Out of all the activities, my 

favourite one was pottery 

because I never did it before 

and I liked shaping the beakers.

Overall, we did 8 activities. It 

was great fun. This was the 

best day at school.

By Lukas 3MH

Year 3s went on a prehistory 

adventure, discovering more 

about the Iron Age and how 

the people lived. Boudicca 

told us about a crannog, which 

is a house that sits on water 

because of animal attacks, and 

about roundhouses and how 

they are so dark. 

We then split into groups and 

did different activities. My 

favourite was making bracelets 

with wool. It was easy and I 

just had a lot of fun!

Overall, I thought the day 

was really good and I got to 

experience more about the 

Iron Age.

By Skye 3MH
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PTA
Whitehill Primary School

Lucky Flip Dip Thanks to 

Flip Out in Chatham who donated 

100 Flip Out vouchers for 

children at Whitehill School. We 

had an amazing response to the 

Lucky Dip and 100 lucky children 

were picked out of the hat.

Roll Up, 
Roll Up! 
... to our Summer Fete,  
lots of fun for everyone, 
bring your family and 
friends.

Whitehill PTA Page_03 May 18_297x208 OL.indd   1 15/05/2018   20:05
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Rugby Update
Mr Foreman

On Thursday 29th March 
Whitehill Primary School 

had the honour of being visited 
by one of the country’s most 
decorated international athletes, 
when our Year 5 and 6 pupils 
met England Women’s Rugby 
International and Great British 

Olympian Danielle Waterman. 
Danielle has had an illustrious 
career as a rugby player; winning 
a World Cup, multiple Grand Slam 
and international awards and an 
Olympic medal with Team GB at 
Rio 2016. 

This was a fantastic opportunity 
for our pupils during our week 
celebrating “people that inspire 
us” , with the chance to engage 
with an international sports 
person and remind them of 
what is possible with effort, 
perseverance and commitment. 

Throughout the day, each class 
across the year groups took part 
in tag rugby and Q&A sessions 
with Danielle, and were more 
than happy to brave the cold in 
what was a great privilege for the 
school. A big thank you to all of 
our pupils who represented the 
school so well, with many taking 
the chance to have autographs 
signed and pictures taken with 
one of Great Britain’s sporting 
idols, who we hope will inspire 
our pupils as they continue to 
grow.

On Wednesday 25th April, 12 
Year 6 children travelled 

to Gravesend Grammar School for 
the Gravesham Primary Schools 
Tag Rugby competition. 

Upon arrival we were placed into 
a group of 6 teams, and managed 
to win all five of our group games 

against some experienced teams 
from across the district, topping 
our group by 4 points.

The team went through to the 
semi-final, taking on Copperfield 
School, and continued on from 
our excellent group stage form, 
winning 3-1 after two 5 minute 
periods. 6 wins from 6 matches 
and the team through to the 
final, with the whole squad 
showing fantastic tenacity 
and determination in defence 
throughout.

The final was played under the 
same format as the semi-final, 

with St Johns the opponent, a 
team that Whitehill narrowly beat 
during the group stage.  After a 
fast start, Whitehill took a 2 try 
lead before being pegged back 
just before the full-time buzzer, 
2-2. The game went into extra 
time with St Johns pulling into the 
lead 4-2, and although Whitehill 
managed to score a late try, the 
comeback was a little too late, 
with the final score 4-3 after extra 
time.

A big congratulations to all of our 
tag rugby squad, who played and 
represented the school superbly 
throughout the competition.

Bikeability
Bikeability came in and ran 
a session with the Reception 
children.

They focussed on balancing and 
steering the bike. They talked 
about safety and how to be 

careful, as well as playing different 
games such as traffic lights and 
obstacles.

It was great fun!

Miss Walsh



Congratulations to our recent Athlete of the Month winners for their 
performance, teamwork, sportsmanship and excellence in PE and 
extra curricular school sport. 
 
Mr Foreman

March Athletes of the Month 
Year 5 - Molly Bishop 

Year 6 - Samuel Simpson

April Athletes of the Month 
Year 5 - Alex Onofer 
Year 6 - George Ross

Fundraising

Well done to the  
Whitehill Walkers who completed 
the Half MoonWalk in for Breast 
Cancer Awareness.  So far they 
have raised over £1,400.  You 
can still donate here:  https://
moonwalklondon2018.
everydayhero.com/uk/whitehill-
walkers
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Notices
Lost Property 
Lost property is put out on the junior 
playground every Thursday straight after 
school.  Please remember to clearly 
name all uniform, including outdoor 
clothes. 

Litter 
There has been an increase in the 
amount of rubbish that is being left 
by the gates.  Please dispose of your 
rubbish responsibly. 

Book Amnesty 
We are missing lots of books from our 
library! Please have a good look around 

and return them as soon as you can. 
Nobody will be in trouble for returning 
a lost book and honesty is always 
rewarded.  

Late Fee 
A late fee of £2 is charged if you do not 
pick your child up before 15:40.

Email addresses 
Have you supplied us with your email 
address yet?  Do you want to receive 
communication from the school via 
email?  You can send an email with 
your child’s name and class to admin@
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk. 

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Malcolm Moaby
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

ATHLETE 
OF THE MONTH 

On Sunday 27th May, the 
annual Dragon Boat Race 
will be taking place at Basin 
No 2 in Chatham Maritime.  
The Whitehill Warriors will 
again be entering - come 
along and support our 
school.  All donations will 
go to the Rotary Children’s 
Hospice Holidays.  https://
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
whitehillprimaryschool18

Well done 
Nicola!
Nicola participated 
in her very 1st GNSC 
Swimming Gala 
recently, where she 
won her very first 
Gold Medal! 

Not only that, she also took 
part in a Swimathon where 
she completed 80 laps in 50 
minutes, all in aid of Cancer 
Research UK.  

Start Date Final Date
Term 6 Monday 4th June Tuesday 24th July 


