
Dear Parents and Carers,

February half-term marks the mid-
point in the school year.  Where 
has the time gone?  Whitehill 
Primary has been busy this 
academic year and it is a pleasure 
for me to be part of the school 
community.  We are determined 
to continue to build confident, 
ambitious and independent 
learners with the highest 
aspirations for all.  Everyone in 
our school has their part to play 
and it has been fantastic to work 
with so many on this already.  It 
has been great to see the children 
continue to be happy, helpful and 
hardworking.  They are a credit to 
the school.

The school team have worked 
hard to continue to develop 
teaching and learning across the 
school to provide the very best 
opportunities.  Our end of Term 2 
in-school assessment information 
shows children making strong rates 
of progress and credit should go to 
the staff team and families working 
together to help achieve this.  The 
children’s learning environments 
are also looking great, displaying 
lots of wonderful learning.  Thank 
you to adults in school for their 
hard work.  

We are excited to be working 
closely with other schools both 
regionally and nationally through 

an organisation called Challenge 
Partners, which means that we are 
constantly working with the best 
schools in the system.

Thank you in your support 
regarding attendance, which has 
improved significantly.  Please 
continue to do this.  Children have 
to be in school to have fun and to 
achieve.  If you have any issues 
on this then please speak to your 
child’s teacher, Mrs Mannings or 
Student Support.

We are also pleased to let you 
know that we will be improving ICT 
and computing across the school.  
We will be having lots done 
behind the scenes to make sure 
we have the right infrastructure 
coupled with a new computing 
curriculum led by Mr Wadsworth 
that will allow our children to 
experience the best in technology 
opportunities.  The projects around 
safety on the site are now coming 
to a close and the next focus will 
be a significant refurbishment 
of the KS2 building.  Further 
details will be shared in the next 
newsletter, but we will be uplifting 
the interior to provide an excellent 
foundation for all to thrive.

Further to this, we are beginning 
the process to have a major 
overhaul of lunchtimes.  We have 
employed additional staff and 
we will shortly be beginning a 

project called OPAL led by Miss 
Hemsley and Mrs Patterson which 
will create further play based 
opportunities to help engage 
and grow our children.  We are 
delighted that the PTA will be 
helping fund this and we are 
excited to be working together 
with them to deliver an enhance 
offer for our young people.

We have worked hard to develop 
communication this academic year.  
We recognise we still have work 
to go however appreciate how 
important this is for a school.  We 
have a Communication Committee 
coming up which parents are 
invited to be part of.  Please look 
out for further correspondence on 
this and please be part of them if 
you can.

Thank you for your continued 
support.  It has been a pleasure 
to meet many of you so far, and 
I look forward to continuing to 
work together with the school 
community.

Regards,

Mr Lowing 
Headteacher
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ICT in School

The world we live in is changing. 
Jobs that are available now 
simply didn’t exist 10 years ago.  
Through teaching computing we 
equip children to participate in 
a rapidly-changing world where 
work and leisure activities are 
increasingly transformed by 
technology.  At Whitehill Primary 
School we enable children to 
find, explore, analyse, exchange 
and present information.  We 
also focus on developing the 
skills necessary for children to 
be able to use information in 
a discriminating and effective 
way.  Computing skills are a 
major factor in enabling children 
to be confident, creative and 
independent learners.

Mr Wadsworth

Online Safety Includes Mobile Phones
Increasingly primary school 
children have access to “their 
own” mobile phone.  Whilst the 
risks of unsupervised internet 
access and social media are well 
understood, parents and carers 
are perhaps less aware of some 
of the dangers around messaging 
apps and platforms such as 
WhatsApp.  Whilst useful tools 
for communication for adults, 
they pose very real risk for young 
people.  Did you know that as of 
April last year the minimum age  
for using WhatsApp was changed 
by law to 16 across the whole of 
Europe?  It is therefore illegal for 
children to use such apps and it is 
important families understand why 
they can be so dangerous.

WhatsApp and other similar 
forums create virtual spaces where 
comments made are unregulated 
and unchallenged by adults taking 
a measured view.  Innocent 
comments, friendly “banter” and 
even threats are recorded leaving 
both the communicator and the 
receiver vulnerable.  The impact of 
this can cause emotional distress 
and have unintended long lasting 
and serious consequences.  There 
also is the risk of unsolicited 
communication from unknown 
third parties.  Whilst children 
may be taught and practise not to 
respond to such communication 
and to report appropriately if it 
occurs, they will never be able 
to unsee what they may have 

received.

May we remind pupils who bring 
their mobile phones into school 
that they should hand them in on 
arrival to, either the main office or 
to their class teacher, to be locked 
away until the end of the school 
day.  May we also respectfully 
ask parents to be extra vigilant 
in monitoring for the use of such 
messaging forums.  If children 
are using them it is vital you 
understand what has been sent 
and what has been received so you 
can support our young people.

Ms Couchman

Our Aims:

• to develop a capability in finding, 
selecting and using information;

• to use electronic devices for effective and appropriate 
communication;

• to monitor and control events both real and imaginary;

• to apply hardware and software to creative and appropriate uses 
of information;

• to apply their digital literacy skills and knowledge to their learning 
in other areas;

• to use their computing skills to develop their language and 
communication skills;

• to explore their attitudes towards computing and its value to them 
and society in general.
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Well done to our Attendance Heroes in Term 3, 
below our School Liasion Officer, from Kent County 

Council, has shared some tips for Parents and 
Carers in helping their children to become next 

terms Heroes!

Become an Attendance Hero!

Term 3 Attendance Heroes
Week Commencing Class Attendance
W/c 7th January 1KH - Robins 99.7%

W/c 14th January 5CF - Lynx 100%

W/c 21st January 4GF - Dolphins 99.7%

W/c 28th January 6BW - Penguins 97.7%

W/c 4th February 4AT - Sharks 99.6%

1. Pack school bags the night 
before school.

2. Check that they have 
everything that they need: 
books, PE kit, dinner money 
etc.

3. Make sure their uniform 
is ready, especially after 
weekends.

4. Ensure that they get to bed 
at a reasonable time so that 
they have a good night’s 
sleep.

5. Set an alarm clock so that you 
can all wake up in  plenty of 
time to get ready properly for 
school.

6. Encourage them to eat 
breakfast.

7. Set off for school in plenty 
of time to allow for traffic; 
punctuality is important.

8. If your child is finding work 
hard, then talk to their 
teacher.

9. If you are unhappy about 

something that has happened 
in school, then contact the 
school straight away to try to 
resolve the problem.

10. Talk to your child about what 
they did in school today. 

11. Set your child a suitable bed 
time so that they can get 
the correct amount of sleep. 
Younger children who are 
persistently sleep deprived 
seem irritable and overactive 
& cannot concentrate. These 
symptoms can be mistaken 
for ADHD. 

90% attendance is the same as having half a day off every 
week of the school year
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Topic
This term we have been 
learning about Ancient Egypt. 
We have been focusing on the 
River Nile, the gods of Egypt, 
Cleopatra and Howard Carter. 
We have done lots of different 
activities to do with our topic. 
We have been fascinated and 
have enjoyed learning about 
this new topic. We have written 
a biography about Queen 
Cleopatra, researched the 
Egyptian gods and had class 
debates about Howard Carter.  
Honey

Year 5 
in their 

own 
words
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Egyptian school visit
In year five we had a surprise 
which blew our minds!  Inside 
the infant hall a set of tombs had 
been created for us, we had to 
try and escape.  There were three 
rooms which we had to try and 
escape from by solving riddles 
and puzzles using the clues 
provided.  We had to use a lot of 
teamwork.  
Luiza

This term Year 5 went to an 
Egyptian tomb in the Infant 
hall. We had to try and escape 
three different rooms by using 
clues from each room.  My team 
escaped the tomb easily.  It was 
really fun and everyone enjoyed 
it, especially when you had to 
move the ball through the maze. 
It was very exciting and all of Year 
5 loved it! 
Jasmin

English
The book that we are reading 
is The Phoenix code by Helen 
Moss. We have been learning 
about the characters feelings 
and how they feel 
about each other. In 
the book a group of 
people have been 
trying to find the 
Benben stone, but it 
has disappeared.  
Anaya

Maths
In maths we have been learning 
about fractions. We have learnt 
how to add, subtract and 
multiply fractions and convert 
where necessary. For me I have 
found it very enjoyable.  
Connor

Thank you to 
Lynx Class

A Special Mention
Year 2 have been learning all 
about Castles. The children 
have worked hard at school 
and extremely hard at home 
to make their own castles to 
brighten up our rooms. 

Thank you for all your work! 
Miss Campbell
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Whitehill Primary School

£2000
Money raised 

almost...

Thank you

Next  
Meeting

Monday 4th March  
at 9am.  

Meet in Reception

NEW PARENTS

We welcome any new members to our friendly and enthusiastic team!

We needyou!
with your fresh ideas  and support to raise funds  for our childrens’ school

KS1 Friendship Party  

KS2 Glowstick PartY

Whitehill Newsletter PTA Page 07 January 2019 OL.indd   1 29/01/2019   15:48
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Parking
You will see that the zig zag lines 
around the school have been 
repainted so they are clear.  
Please remember not to park or 
stop on these lines during the 
the following times:

Monday-Friday 08:00-09:30 and 
14:30-16:00.

Parent Survey
Thank you to all the parents and 
carers that have completed the 
Parent Survey so far, we would 
be grateful to receive as many 
surveys as possible. https://
www .surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
MZZBSYK

Stay Connected
Headteacher
Mr Adam Lowing
Whitehill Primary School
Sun Lane, Gravesend, DA12 5HN
01474 352973
admin@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk
www.whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk

School Dinners
Just a reminder that if your child 
is in Reception through to Year 
2, your child is entitled to a free 
school meal.  These can be booked 
daily or weekly.

Menu Update?
Is there something that you would 
like to see on the menu?  Mrs 
Hollins is looking to make some 
changes.  You can email your 
suggestions through to Miss Pond 
on lpond@whitehillprimary.kent.
sch.uk.

There are spaces available for some of the clubs, 

please speak to Mrs Lear in the main office


