
Dear Parents and Carers,

Whilst Term 5 has been a short 
one, with only 5 weeks including 
2 bank holidays, it certainly has 
been busy.  Children across the 
school have been hard working 
and making lots of progress in their 
learning.  Recent measures from 
within school show on average 
children have made better than 
strong progress across all areas of 
learning this year.  This is testimony 
to our young people’s keenness 
to engage and also the dedication 
and commitment shown by all 
staff.

We have also had further 
improvements in our 
communication channels with an 
overhaul of the school website 
(http://www.whitehillprimary.kent.
sch.uk) and the launch of a new 
school YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/

UChQuyHQfsf0YnaL_d5E3cQg).  
We will be hosting more video 
content created by children in the 
coming weeks to give our young 
people a chance to showcase all 
their learning and achievements.  
Our Digital Leaders will be working 
with Miss Pond to help share the 
latest news and events.  We are 
also seeking to improve how we 
use the anomaly screens to help 
provide all within our community 
clarity and information.

Thank you for all of the support 
in improving attendance this year 
at Whitehill.  It is fantastic that 
children are attending now more 
than ever before and this makes 
all the difference to them.  As you 
will know, our school target is 96% 
and we hope that every child in 
our school community can achieve 
this.  Clearly anyone can be ill from 
time to time and sometimes it is 
not possible for children to attend 

school however, 
we all know 
the importance 
of attendance.  
Being in school 
gives children 
the chance to 
learn, to be happy 
and to grow.  To 
help develop 
attendance further 
we have appointed 
a new Attendance 
Leader, Ms 
Barnes-Farnham, 
to work with 
Mrs Mannings 
to help support 
families further in 
children attending 

school.  If you have any concerns 
regarding your child’s attendance 
and would like any support, then 
please do let Ms Barnes-Farnham, 
Mrs Mannings or your child’s class 
teacher know.

As you know, the school gates 
open at 08:45.  Children should be 
entering the gates no later than 
08:55 to give them a chance to 
get to class, and be settled for the 
registers closing at 09:00.  Please 
support your child by helping them 
to be punctual and ready to learn 
in time for their first lesson.  If 
children are getting to class after 
09:00 this can have a significant 
impact on their learning.

We look forward to Term 6 and all 
that it brings.  With lots of summer 
events and activities, learning to 
be undertaken and much more, 
there will be lots going on!

Regards, 
 
Mr Lowing 
Headteacher  

WHITEHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER May 2019



2NEWSLETTER May 2019

Online Safety
Please continue to support the 
school to support our children in 
keeping eSafe.  Please find below 
some top tips to help keep all in 
our community safe.  

Website
Please take time to have a look 
at our re-vamped website (www.
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk).  If 
there is any content that you think 
we could include to make it even 

better then please let Miss Pond 
(lpond@whitehillprimary.kent.
sch.uk) know your ideas as we are 
keen to develop it even further.

Term 5 Attendance Heroes
Week Commencing Class Attendance
W/c 22nd April 3JG - Angel Fish 100%

W/c 29th April 1KP - Starlings 99.3%

W/c 6th May 6EA - Polar Bears 99.1%

W/c 13th May 2BC - Falcons 99.3%

Year 3 This Term
Our topic has been Gods and 
Mortals.  We began our topic by 
looking at Greek Gods and the 
qualities that we really admired 
and then created a ‘God’ version 
of ourselves.  We have looked at 
different Greek myths, including 
Theseus and the Minotaur - 
through which we have sketched 
the Minotaur and thought about 

the different journeys made 
between Athens and Crete.  Life in 
ancient Greece was very different 
to our life now and we have 
compared soldiers then and now. 

Our English this term has been 
very exciting as we have been 
exploring our new text - Arthur 
and the Golden Rope.  This is a 
story about a boy from Iceland.  
To tie into our topic we have also 
looked at Icelandic Gods and Norse 

mythology.  We were very excited 
to learn more about Thor!  In 
response to reading the text, we 
have written letters to Professor 
Brownstone requesting a visit to 
his amazing vault; and have used 
drama to support us in writing our 
newspaper articles about the wolf 
attack.  

In maths we have enjoyed 
exploring fractions using the 
cuisenaire.  We have really enjoyed 

thinking about real world 
problems.  What would 
you rather have 1/3 of a 
chocolate bar or 1/5?

Mrs Gillies
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Learning Environments
Staff across the school have been 
working very hard this year to 
develop classrooms and learning 

environments to celebrate all 
the fantastic achievements and 
learning that is taking place across 

the school.  Please see below a 
selection of these in the photos 
below.

Pupil Leadership
We have hosted our first Pupil 
Leadership Conference for KS2 
children.  65 children representing 
their peers were invited to attend 
an event hosted by Mr Lowing 
and Ian Fishwick (leadership 
consultant).  The children reflected 

upon what leadership is and 
their role in helping the school 
to continue to develop even 
further.  They showed excellent 
understanding and this will be the 
starting point for them.
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Tips on Reading with your Child
1. Choose a quiet time 
Set aside a quiet time with no 
distractions. 

2. Make reading enjoyable 
Make reading an enjoyable 
experience. Sit with your child.

3. Maintain the flow 
If your child mispronounces a word 
do not interrupt immediately. 
Instead allow opportunity for self-
correction. It is better to tell a child 
some unknown words to maintain 
the flow rather than insisting on 
trying to build them all up from the 
sounds of the letters. 

4. Be positive 
If your child says something nearly 

right to start with that is fine. 
Don’t say ‘No. That’s wrong,’ but 
‘Let’s read it together’ and point 
to the words as you say them. 
Boost your child’s confidence 
with constant praise for even the 
smallest achievement.

5. Visit the Library 
Encourage your child to use the 
public library regularly.

6. Regular practice 
Try to read with your child on 
most days. ‘Little and often’ is 
best.

7. Talk about the books 
There is more to being a good 
reader than just being able to 

read the words accurately. Just 
as important is being able to 
understand what has been read. 
Always talk to your child about 
the book; about the pictures, the 
characters, how they think the 
story will end, their favourite part. 
You will then be able to see how 
well they have understood and you 
will help them to develop good 
comprehension skills.

live class 
Some year 5 pupils were invited to 
the Detling Conference Centre to 
take part in two ‘live classes’ that 
introduced interactive software aimed 
at enhancing learning in the classroom.  
A ‘live class’ is a demonstration class 
observed by Headteachers, Teachers 
and IT experts from other schools in 
and around Kent. 

The children took part in a lesson lead 
by Discovery Learning, looking at how 
to identify fake news using research to 
prove or disprove facts.  The second 

class was delivered by Renaissance 
Learning, who run Accelerated Reader 
in schools. The children used a new 
programme called myON to research 
bees through this interactive online 
library.  We have been gifted the 
programme as a thank you to use until 
the end of the school year.  We received 
numerous emails praising our pupils 
for their behaviour and enthusiasm for 
learning. 

Mrs Baillieu and Miss Potter

Spring into a Good Book
Our wonderful success in reading 
has helped us ‘grow’ a beautiful 
tree.  Achieving 100% in an 
accelerated reader book quiz, 
shows the level of quality and 
accuracy in a pupil’s reading, 
that is enjoyed and celebrated. 
The children have grown in their 
ability and grown in their success. 
Every blossom flower added 

to this tree represents a 100% 
quiz. Ten of these flowers will be 
randomly removed, the owners of 
the flowers will each be awarded 
a book. Since the beginning of 
term 5, we have read and passed 
quizzes on 1328 books. Well Done 
to all our readers. 

Mrs Baillieu
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Congratulations 
to Mr Ferris who 

has won an award 
through Kent 
Teacher of the 

Year for Dartford 
& Gravesham for 

Primary.

DRESS LIKE A ROCK 
STAR DAY

Well Done Lauren and 
Molly

Congratulations to Lauren and 
Molly for achieving their medals 

in Ju-jitsu.

KS2 Refurbishment 
Project
If you have had a chance to see 
inside the KS2 building recently 
you will have noticed quite a 
change.  You will have noticed the 
entrance foyer and stairs have 
been fully re-decorated.  Further to 
that all the lights in the classroom 
and corridors have been replaced 
to give the children a bright and 
vibrant place to learn.  Further 
work will be completed over the 
next few months culminating in 
the complete refurbishment by 
October half-term.

Virtual School Kent 
Mental Health Hub
Staff from across the school 
have now completed the Virtual 
School funded Mental Health 
Hub training which will now 
allow Whitehill to be one of six 
schools in the whole of Kent to 
grow and develop as a mental 
health hub for the surrounding 
area.  We look forward to 
keeping you informed how this 
will help impact us as a school in 
due course.

SATs
Well done to all the Year 6 
children and Year 2 children who 
completed their SATs during 
May.  All worked very hard, tried 
their best and were a credit to 
themselves and the school.

Dragon boat race
The time has come again for 
our school to enter the Medway 
Dragon Boat Race.  This is a Charity 
event run by the Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Club which supports many 
worthwhile charities. This year the 
staff of Whitehill Primary School 
have entered a team and will be 
dressed as ‘Where’s Wally’. It is a 
fun day out with a food and drink 
festival along the marina and live 
music in the bandstand. 

We would welcome any support 
from friends, families and staff. The 
event starts at 10.00am and ends 
at about 4.00pm on Sunday 26th 
May . We will be taking part in 
three races and each race is timed. 
The address is Basin 2, Chatham 
Maritime, Chatham, ME4 3ER.

Thank you for your continued 
support and we look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible 
on the day.

Mrs Mills


