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Dear Parents and Carers

Happy half-term!  I hope that you, 
your children and families have 
a restful and well-earned two 
week holiday break.  It has been 
a very busy term as I am sure you 
will notice from what has been 
going on in school and all 
the things  in the newsletter.  
Whitehill is continuing to 
move forwards and we have 
had a very progressive start 
to the year.  Our big focuses 
in school since the start of 
the year have been Reading 
and developing our wider 
curriculum, but there has 
been lots more as well.

The school listened to 
children and families last 
academic year and will 
be developing a much 
fuller range of trips and 
enrichment days this 
academic year.  These 
provide memorable 
experiences for children and 
support learning so well.  For 
such occasions the school 
will ask parents for voluntary 
donations to help support 
the funding of these.  These 
voluntary donations are optional, 
with no sense of obligation, and 
there is no consequence if a family 
does not make a donation on any 
occasion.

Have you looked at our website 
recently? www.whitehillprimary.
kent.sch.uk.  Thank you to all the 
feedback we have had so far.  We 

are continuing to develop this 
and we hope that it proves to be 
a portal where parents can find 
all the information they need to 
support their child and the school.

We have made our first steps 
in developing OPAL with the 

increasing of space we are able 
to allow children to access at 
lunchtime.  This has reduced 
numbers in key areas and allowed 
more children to engage in fun 
play.  We will be communicating 
with parents more next term but in 
the meantime please do continue 
to bring your contributions of 
loose items every Wednesday 

morning at 08:45-09:00 to the KS1 
playground (purple splat).

Over the summer we had 
extensive re-development of 
the KS2 building and four of the 
EYFS and KS1 classrooms and this 
continues to move forward with 

both halls over half-term.  
Mr Bishop and the site team 
have been working hard in 
preparation for this and the 
holiday period will see major 
works in making sure these 
areas reflect an environment 
which is right for the 
children.  We hope the 
children notice the change 
after the holiday!

Thank you for your continued 
support.  Whilst we are 
proud of our direction of 
travel, there is much more 
we need to do to continue 
our growth.  The children 
developing as ambitious, 
indepent and confident 
learners is key.  Learning 
has to be at the front of 
our thinking.  We want to 
provide every child with 
increased life chances to 
pursue onward goals and 

dreams.

Have a fantastic break.

Regards,

Mr Lowing
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We hope the children have enjoyed the different events, projects and things going on in school all 
celebrating reading and hopefully inspiring children to read for pleasure more.  Reading takes you to 

fantastic places and allows you to meet amazing characters all in the richness of your imagination.  We 
have certainly enjoyed talking to the children more about reading over this term and finding out their 

favourite books and authors.

Extreme  Reading
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Reading Buddies

Reading is the single 
most beneficial 

thing a child can do to support 
their development in all areas.  The 
link between regular reading and 
achievement is clear.  It has been 
shown that reading in primary school 
makes a massive difference to all later 
outcomes.  We all want the best for 
the children.

As a school, we have recognised 
we need to develop our reading 
provision further.  We have modified 
our teaching of reading to be more 
targeted and precise.  We have 
attempted to increase reading for 
pleasure with initiatives like Extreme 
Reading, Reading Buddies, Roald Dahl 
Day, Story Assemblies and Reading 

Parties.  We have developed our 
assessment of reading.

Accelerated Reader has been within 
the school for a number of years 
and is a fantastic way of encouraging 
children to read.  It also provides 
us with valuable information as to 
the frequency of children’s reading.  
We need to increase how much our 
children are reading.  Please help 
support and challenge your child to 
read for a minimum of 25 minutes 
every day.  It is fully appreciated this 
can be a challenge in modern life with 
distractions competing for children’s 
time.  However if children do this then 
the difference to them is huge.
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Times tables underpin so much 
of maths.  The knowledge of 
multiplication helps support 
children so many areas.  Please 
support your child in practising 
their times tables through Times 
Table Rockstars and other means.  
Did you know that as of this 

academic year all Year 4 children 
across the country will undergo 
a times table check?  By the end 
of Year 4 children are expected 
to know their multiplication and 
divisions facts up to 12 x 12.  This 
then helps underpin so much of 
Year 5 and 6 learning.  

Learning Environments
Staff have worked very hard to celebrate all the 
children’s amazing learning that has been going on this 
term.  Here are a selection of some of the great learning 
environments around the school.

Attendance and punctuality
Attendance is crucial for children.  
Coming to school allows them to 
learn.  Every day counts.  Please 
support your child and the school 
in making sure your child is in 
every day and on time.  Of course 
children are ill on occasion and 
that is understandable.  

However, continued absence from 
school makes a massive impact on 
their learning, their social groups 
and their overall development.  
Also please be mindful of the 
importance of getting to school on 
time.  

Registers close at 09:00 and 

lessons begin straight after.  If 
families aim to arrive for just 
before 08:45 then this means 
that children will definitely be on 
time and settled by 09:00 having 
had a chance to partake in some 
early learning.  Arriving late for 
school, even by 5 minutes, has a 
detrimental effect on a child’s day.  
Your support in this is appreciated 
and vital.

Bagels for 
Breakfast
We hope the children have enjoyed 
the introduction of our free bagels 
for breakfast.  It has been fantastic 
to know that children are coming 
to school fuelled and it has been 
great to see the real community 
feel at the start of the day.
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PTA
Whitehill Primary School

NEW PARENTS

We needyou!
with your fresh ideas  and support to raise funds  for our childrens’ school
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Travel Plan
Thank you to all that attended our 
first Travel Plan Meeting. 

Mrs Gillick is leading on this 
initiative and has already been in 
contact with different agencies 
and the local authority to work 
together to make transport better 

around our school.

We would like your support in 
creating a safe environment 
around our school and ensuring 
the safety of our children, the 
traffic is becoming heavier and 
safety is being compromised by 
the vast amount of traffic around 
the perimeter of the school for e.g. 

cars being parked on the yellow 
zig-zags, double yellow lines and 
single lines during school drop off 
and pick up. 

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 20th November at 
09:30-10:30, please inform Mrs 
Gillick if you would like to attend 
cgillick@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk.

Please be aware:

• The zig zags are in place to provide a safe space for children to enter and leave the school; stopping on these 
markings compromises our children’s safety. 

• Parking and waiting on the yellow zig-zags on Sun Lane and Jellicoe Avenue is prohibited from the hours 8am 
– 9.30am and 14.30pm – 16.00pm. Penalty Charges may be enforced by the police if cars stop or park on 
these markings. 

• Members of the public are entitled to send photos of illegally parked cars or traffic obstructions to the police. 
To avoid this please consider how and where you park. 

• If you have no alternative but to drive to school please consider parking along Lingfield Road, Malvina 
Avenue, Central Avenue or Kings Drive they are all within a 5 minute walk school. If you live in close proximity 
to the school take advantage of your location and walk to school. 

Refurbishment
The Local Governing Body continues 
to support and challenge Whitehill 
in the delivery of its strategic 
intentions, including managing 
resources efficiently and effectively.  
This calendar year has seen major 
refurbishment and improvement 
across the school site to raise the 
standards of the interior to match 
the excellent levels of learning, giving 
the pupils and staff the environment 
they deserve to continue to thrive and 
grow.

This has been a major project which 
has been managed by the school and 
supported by contractors, working 
outside school hours and during 
holidays.  Throughout, Mr Bishop 
and then, more recently, Mrs Gillick, 
have helped oversee this, supported 
by other members of the site team, 

culminating in a fantastic effort over 
the summer holidays.  From the 
minute the children left at the end 
of the last academic year, to the day 
before they returned in September the 
site was alive with activity.

• 18 classrooms within the school 
have been redecorated.

• 14 classrooms have had new 
flooring.

• All the corridors and communal 
spaces in KS2 have also had an 
overhaul.

• Every room used for learning has 
had new audio-visual equipment 
installed.

• Unsightly piping and conduit have 
been boxed in.

A final push will be happening in the 

October half term, with both the KS1 
and KS2 halls undergoing significant 
refurbishment works and the last 
snagging details being completed.

Glen Watkins and Mark Batcheldor 
have had oversight of the strategic 
project management and  have 
supported/challenged the school in 
their planning and decision making. 
The Governing Body wishes to 
extend a huge well done and thank 
you to everybody who has worked 
incredibly hard to achieve this, with 
particular mention to Mr Bishop for 
his commitment.  To deliver this two 
months ahead of the original schedule 
has been remarkable. It has been 
an amazing transformation in such 
a well organised and professional 
manner, creating a fantastic learning 
environment throughout.

The Governing Body
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Early Bird 
Mrs Mannings runs the Early 
Bird club for children that walk 
to school alone in Years 5 and 6.  
Early Bird club is from 08:00.  If 
you would like your child to attend 
please contact Mrs Mannings at 
smannings@whitehillprimary.kent.
sch.uk.  

Meeting
The next Communication 
Committee meeting will be on 
Monday 18th November at 14:00-
15:00.  If you would like to attend 
please inform Miss Pond, lpond@
whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk.

Term dates 2019-2020

Year 5 GGS Lessons
On Wednesday 9th July two 
of our Year 5 classes spent the 
morning at Gravesend Grammar 
School taking part in 3 sessions 
on Geography.  Each term there 
will be more sessions which will 
then culminate in a showcase of 
what has been learnt, this will 

be in term 6 and  year 5 parents 
will be invited along to see the 
culmination of the project.  This 
initiative, continuing from last 
year, is to give children experience 
of secondary schools and help 
raise ambition and aspiration.

Pupil Leaders
We had our third pupil leader 
conference this term with Mr 
Geoff Wybar as our special 
guest speaker.  Mr Wybar, CEO 
of The Decus Educational Trust 
and former Head of Gravesend 

Grammar, spoke to our Pupil 
Leaders regarding different leaders 
and their styles and what it is 
special about all of us that means 
that we all can be leaders in our 
field.

Spelling
We are having a fresh and exciting 
approach to selling in KS2.  
Spelling underpins not only writing 
but also children’s ability to 
decode.  Please support your child 
in learning their spellings.

World Music Day
On Thursday 26th September 
we celebrated BBC World Music 
Day by the whole school singing 
Sing by Gary Barlow.  It was a 
very powerful experience for 
us as a school community to be 
joined together on a project and 
to realise through the vehicle 
of music we are part of a bigger 
world-wide community.  The 
children were fantastic.

Please follow us on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
whitehillprimaryschool/ and 
Twitter https://twitter.com/
WhitehillPS to keep up to date 
with the latest news, events and 
celebrations from the school.


